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WD udolf Jenny makes a welcome return to the pages of the AOR. He is widely 
BXacknowledged as being the world authority on the related genera 
Stanhopea and Gongora, and has written detailed monographs on both of his 
favourite topics. (These texts are currently available from one of our regular 
advertisers, Orchidaceous Books.) In this issue, Rudolf discusses the hybrids 
made using Stanhopea, both pure hybrids within this genus of “upside-down 
orchids” and intergenerics involving related (some fairly distant) genera. 
Excellent photographs accompany his notes. The second part of this article will 
be concluded in the next issue. 

Jim Cootes describes four new epiphytic orchids endemic to the Philippines, 
three of these are dendrobiums whilst the other is a member of the genus 
Liparis. He is constantly researching the rich orchid flora of this tropical arch- 
ipelago. Jim has also contributed a piece on the stunning Dendrobium lowii 
from Borneo. Alan Hope also has written a small article on the spectacular 
Amesiella monticola, another Philippine species. 

Eric Christenson, who is becoming an appreciated and popular regular con- 
tributor to this magazine, discusses a couple of rarely seen, but horticulturally 
attractive species from the Tropical Americas. Both of the species featured are 
in cultivation in Australia and it is hoped they will become widely available in 
the near future. The Mexican species Laelia anceps continues to be a popular 
plant in cultivation. In this issue I discuss a couple of unusual “petaloid” forms 
that have recently bloomed in Australia. 


Our front cover features a first flowered Cymbidium seedling grown and 
hybridised by master breeder Gordon Giles (Keith Wallace Pty Ltd). It is a 
cross between C. Amber Wall ‘Sovereign’ and C. Amber Sands ‘Harlequin’ 
(photos of both parents featured in the AOR late last year). What is amazing is 
that this quality plant is less than 18 months out of flask, blooming off one large 
pseudobulb with eight golden-yellow flowers and an outstanding labellum. 
The featured seedling can be seen in the above photo, it is in the front left of 
this group. Most of the plants in this colourful group are seedlings flowering 
in 2008 for the first time. The number and variety of these first class orchids 
are a credit to the foresight of the hybridist. Despite the hype elsewhere, 
Australia clearly leads the world in standard Cymbidium breeding. It also 
proves that well-bred seedlings are the key to the future and an excellen 
investment. i 

David Banks 

Australian Orchid Review 

davidpbanks @veritel.com.au 
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OUR COVER 


Cymbidium (Amber Wall 
‘Sovereign’ x Amber Sands 
‘Harlequin') 


This is an outstanding first 
flowering seedling of the cross 
Cymbidium Amber Wall 
‘Sovereign’ x C. Amber Sands 
‘Harlequin’, grown and 
hybridised by Gordon Giles. 
Photo: David Banks 
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y ike in many other Orchid genera the 
a_/hybridisation in Stanhopea was started 
more accidentally and without a clear tar- 
get. At the begin reduced to crosses 
between Stanhopea species more and 
more hybrids between species of 
different genera were registrated in the last 
years. Genera like Coryanthes, Poly- 
cycnis, Cirrhaea, Gongora, Acineta or 
Embreea have been used, although the 
results in most cases were more interesting 
than beautiful. Anyway, also such hybrids 
have been produced more accidentally and 
not with clear targets in mind. 

In fact there are — from a point of horti- 
culture — two negative points which are 
common for most species of Stanhopea. 
First the very short living flowers and sec- 
ond the habit of the flower with petals and 
sepals directed backwards. Both effects 
are explainable and are related to the pol- 
lination ecology of Stanhopea, neverthe- 
less the fact that such beautiful flowers 
would stay fresh only for a few days is cer- 
tainly a negative factor. The flowers of 
Stanhopea are short living because they 
are an enormous load for the plant con- 
cerning consumption of energy and 
resources, they are fleshy and they have to 
produce in a short time a large amount of 
its specific perfume to attract the more or 
less specific pollinators. To keep them 
fresh for a longer time would simply kill 
the plant. Beside this the important parts 
for the pollination are lip and column, 
that’s the reason why sepals and petals are 
bent backwards in most species, as far 
away from the important parts as possible. 
Because the pollinators are attracted by the 
fragrance alone, form and colour of the 
flowers are more or less unimportant. 
There are only a few species which form a 
visually “flat” flower by keeping sepals 


Stanhopea Racine (Stanhopea 
costariciensis x Stanhopea 
FF (oler=1(-) al (nd #10) (0 m=) a] NVA) 


by Rudolf Jenny 


and petals in a 90° angel to lip and column 
and such flowers are attractive because 
they seems to be much larger, e.g. 
Stanhopea tricornis and some clones of 
Stanhopea martiana. As explained above, 
the colour in most species of Stanhopea is 
not of evolutionary importance and there- 


‘fore extremely variable. The result is not 


only the variability in colour of the species 
but even more in the hybrids. 

The targets of a hybridisation-program 
would be improvement of the lifetime of 
the flowers and the “right” position of 
sepals and petals in order to make the 
flowers visually larger. The first could be 
reached either by using the very few 
species of the genus which produce flow- 
ers with longer lifetime or the use of other 
genera like Acineta with considerably 
longer lasting flowers. So far both targets 
have been reached only partially and only 
in a very few crosses. An interesting side- 
effect is the fact that the number of plants 
with constant deformations of the flowers 
or aberrant colouration raised from the 
same cross is considerably high. The same 
is also known from crosses between dif- 
ferent clones within the same species, 
Stanhopea nigroviolacea  ‘Greanleaf 
Gold’ from Thomas Kaschak is a good 
example for this. 

A significant problem in hybridisation 
is the uncertainty concerning the taxon- 
omy within the genus and the many used 
parent plants with wrong names. 
Stanhopea plants are notoriously wrong 
labelled and a considerably high number 
of hybrids was registrated with wrongly 
determinated parents. In same cases there 
we have very clear evidence for that, in 
other cases species names were used 
which simply are not existing and never 
were described (e.g. Stanhopea longipes). 
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Stanhopea Quirky Queen (Stanhopea Love Potion x Stanhopea wardii). (Photo D.Pulley) 
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(end of 2007): 


Acimbrea Sensation 


Embreea rodigasiana x Acineta erythrox- 
antha 


Juan Posada, 1986 


Aciopea Guillermo Gaviria 
Acineta erythroxantha x Stanhopea 


wardii 
Gaviria-Correa, 2004 


Cirrhopea Alpha 
Stanhopea insignis x Cirrhaea dependens 
W.T.Upton, 1993 


Coryhopea Butler’s Balzak 


Coryanthes macrantha x Stanhopea 
wardii 
N.Rach (M.le Doux), 2002 


Coryhopea Costa Rica 

Coryanthes hunteriana x Stanhopea 
warscewicziana 

Tropica Garten Centre (Germany), 1989 


Coryhopea Cutucu 


Coryanthes speciosa x Stanhopea florida 
Ecuagenera, 2006 


Coryhopea Freckle Face 

Coryanthes elegantium x Stanhopea ocu- 
lata 

Tropica Garten Centre (Germany), 1989 


Coryhopea Gar-Land-Uz 
Coryanthes macrantha x Stanhopea 
inodora 


M.& M.Bourdon, 2005 


Coryhopea Sucre D’Orge 
Stanhopea platyceras x Coryanthes 
bruchmuelleri 


C.G-Esquivel, 1993 


Coryhopea Tiny Bucket 
Coryanthes mastersiana x Stanhopea 


reichenbachiana 
Kokusai (O/U), 2007 


Coryhopea Wistman’s Wood 
Coryanthes speciosa x Stanhopea oculata 
Burnham Nurseries, 1984 


Coryhopea Wojis Procastinator 
Coryanthes macrantha x Stanhopea tig- 


rina 
G.Webb, 1999 


Stanbreea New Era 
Stanhopea nigroviolacea x Embreea rodi- 


gasiana 
R.J.Hartley, 2006 


Stanhopea Love Potion (Stanhopea connata x Stanhopea tigrina). (Photo D.Pulley) 


Stanhocycnis Inspiration 


Stanhopea ecornuta x Polycycnis barbata 
R.Jenny (C.K.Horich) 1982 


Stangora Elcimey 
Stanhopea ecornuta x Gongora horichi- 


ana 
Armacost & Royston (C.K.Horich) 1984 


Stangora Ombelle d’Automne 
Stanhopea hernandezii x Gongora 
galeata (correction Stanhopea parent St. 


costaricensis to St. hernandezii, 2005) 
M.& M.F.Bourdon, 2004 


Stangora Quetzalcoatl 


Stanhopea tigrina x Gongora chocoensis 
Hoosier, 2006 
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Stanhopea Assidensis x Paphinia 
cristata 


offered by A World of Orchids, 
Kissimmee, Florida, USA 
(not registered) 


Stanhopea tigrina x Cirrhaea saccata 
After a plant in cultivation with Hartley 
(not registered) 


Stanhopea April Fool 


Stanhopea connata x Stanhopea 
costariciensis 
D.Pulley, 1992 


Stanhopea Assidensis 
Stanhopea tigrina x Stanhopea wardii 
Goldschmidt, 1922 


Stanhopea April Fool (Stanhopea 
connata x Stanhopea costaricien- 
sis). (Photo R.Jenny) 


Stanhopea connata. (Photo 
D.Hartley) 
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Stanhopea Nirvana (Stanhopea posadae x Stanhopea martiana). (Photo D.Pulley) 


Stanhopea Augres 


Stanhopea connata x Stanhopea 
platyceras 
Eric Young Orchid Foundation, 1998 


Stanhopea Baroness Byford 


Stanhopea insignis x Stanhopea 
haselowiana 


R.J.Hartley, 2007 


Stanhopea Bellearensis 


Stanhopea insignis x Stanhopea oculata 
Mantin, 1896 


Stanhopea Bird of Prey 
Stanhopea jenischiana x Stanhopea 
nigroviolacea 


Woodland, 2003 


Stanhopea Boileau 

Stanhopea saccata x Stanhopea 
devoniensis (= S. hernandezii) 
Marcel Lecoufle, 1989 


Stanhopea Carbon Copy 


Stanhopea ecornuta x Stanhopea insignis 
R.J.Hartley, 2007 


Stanhopea Cheddleton Chief 


Stanhopea insignis x Stanhopea connata 
R.J.Hartley, 2007 


Stanhopea Cheddleton Chorus 


Stanhopea ecornuta x Stanhopea 
nigroviolacea 
R.J.Hartley, 2007 


Stanhopea Chloe Bush 


Stanhopea oculata x Stanhopea embreei 
K.M.Bush (R.J.Hartley) 


Stanhopea Chocolate Chips 


Stanhopea tigrina x Stanhopea 
panamensis 
D.Pulley, 1992 
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Stanhopea Chocolate Eyes 
Stanhopea Mormon Pioneer x Stanhopea 
inodora 


D.Pulley, 2002 


Stanhopea Chocolate Vision 
)p 


Stanhopea madouxiana x Stanhopea 
Spindleriana 
D.Pulley, 2002 


Stanhopea Dachart 


Stanhopea saccata x Stanhopea insignis 
R.J.Hartley, 2007 


Stanhopea Desirée 

Stanhopea inodora x Stanhopea April 
Fool 

J.Shragge, 2006 


Stanhopea Dick’s Trick 
Stanhopea embreei x Stanhopea 


hernandezii 
R.J.Hartley, 2007 
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Left: Stanhopea Uli Paterny (Stanhopea oculata x 
Stanhopea martiana). (Photo D.Pulley) 


Right: Stanhopea pulla. (Photo H.Herzum) 


Below: Stanhopea martiana, clone with visually 
“enlarged” flowers by spreaded petals and sepals. 
(Photo D.Hartley) 
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Stanhopea DiPozzi Capriccio 
Stanhopea platyceras x Stanhopea 


oculata 
Fl.Edmondo Pozzi, 2002 


Stanhopea Discovery 


Stanhopea martiana x Stanhopea 
graceolens 
R.J.Hartley, 2007 


Stanhopea Eggington Belle 


Stanhopea connata x Stanhopea 
nigroviolacea 
R.J.Hartley, 2007 


Stanhopea Emily Bush 


Stanhopea nigroviolacea x Stanhopea 
embreei 


K.M.Bush (R.J.Hartley), 2006 


Stanhopea Eye Eye Eye 
Stanhopea panamensis x Stanhopea 


oculata 
D.Pulley, 2002 


Stanhopea Fox Lady 


Stanhopea martiana x Stanhopea saccata 
R.J.Hartley, 2007 


Stanhopea Frog Princess 

Stanhopea April Fool x Stanhopea 
tigrina 

D.Pulley, 1998 

Stanhopea Gary Baker 

Stanhopea Assidensis x Stanhopea jenis- 


chiana 
Baker & Chantry, 1992 


Stanhopea Goldschmidtiana 


Stanhopea saccata x Stanhopea tigrina 
Faulhaber, 1914 (after Schlechter in 
Orchis 8:108.1914) 


Stanhopea Grad Nite 
Stanhopea oculata x Stanhopea 
Assidensis 

D.Pulley, 1995 

Stanhopea Graham Wilmore 


Stanhopea Assidensis x Stanhopea 
florida 
Baker & Chantry, 1995 


Stanhopea Great Expectations 
Stanhopea nigroviolacea x Stanhopea 


hernandezii 
R.J.Hartley, 2007 


Stanhopea Heaven Scent 


Stanhopea Love Potion x Stanhopea 
inodora 
D.Pulley, 2002 


Stanhopea Hesperides 


Stanhopea inodora x Stanhopea tigrina 
Stirling, 1946 


Stanhopea Hidden Agenda 


Stanhopea insignis x Stanhopea posadae 
D.Pulley, 2004 


Stanhopea Inca Chief 


Stanhopea panamensis x Stanhopea 
longipes (nomen nudum) 
D.Pulley, 1994 
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Stanhopea Jack Quigley 
Stanhopea wardii x Stanhopea inodora 
J.Quigley (J.L.Quigley), 2002 


Stanhopea Jean Lhost 


Stanhopea saccata x Stanhopea ecornuta 
Marcel Lecoufle, 2001 


Stanhopea Jersey Mystic 

Stanhopea connata x Stanhopea 
intermedia 

Eric Young Foundation, first illustrated in 
Orchid Review 1998 


Stanhopea Jungle Cat 


Stanhopea longipes (nomen nudum) x 
Stanhopea tigrina 
D.Pulley, 1995 


Stanhopea June Bride 


Stanhopea panamensis x Stanhopea 
Assidensis 
D.Pulley, 1995 


Stanhopea Ken Girard 


Stanhopea graceolens x Stanhopea 
grandiflora 
A Bagby (R.J.Hartley), 2007 


Stanhopea King Kong 


Stanhopea tigrina x Stanhopea gibbosa 
D.Pulley, 1998 


Stanhopea La Fontaine 


Stanhopea saccata x Stanhopea 
madouxiana 
Marcel Lecoufle, 1989 
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Stanhopea Louis Bernier 


Stanhopea haseloviana 
(= S. haselowiana) x Stanhopea wardii 
Marcel Lecoufle, 1970 


Stanhopea Love Potion 


Stanhopea connata x Stanhopea tigrina 
D‘Pulley, 1992 


Stanhopea Lydia Bush 


Stanhopea nigroviolacea x Stanhopea 
grandiflora 
R.J.Hartley, 2007 


Stanhopea Mem. Paul Allen 


Stanhopea tigrina x Stanhopea ecornuta 
W.W.G.Moir, 1968 


Stanhopea Miss Taki 


Stanhopea martiana x Stanhopea insignis 
R.J.Hartley, 2007 
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Stanhopea Moorlands Charm 


Stanhopea ecornuta x Stanhopea 
martiana 
R.J.Hartley, 2007 


Stanhopea Moorlands Chief 
Stanhopea haselowiana x Stanhopea 
nigroviolacea 


RJ Hartley, 2007 


Stanhopea Moorlands Elegance 


Stanhopea jenischiana x Stanhopea 
grandiflora 
R.J.Hartley, 2007 


Stanhopea Moorlands Magic 
Stanhopea jenischiana x Stanhopea 
platyceras 

R.J.Hartley, 2007 


Stanhopea Mormon Pioneer 


Stanhopea gibbosa x Stanhopea 
panamensis 
D.Pulley, 1994 


Stanhopea Naked Lady 


Stanhopea reichenbachiana x Stanhopea 
pulla 
D.Pulley, 2000 


Stanhopea Nirvana 
Stanhopea posadae x Stanhopea 


martiana 
D.Pulley, 2003 


Stanhopea Ouille Ouille Ouille 


Stanhopea Eye Eye Eye x Stanhopea 
oculata 
M. & M.F.Bourdon, 2004 


Stanhopea Penelope 
Stanhopea oculata x Stanhopea ecornuta 


Hey, 1968 


Stanhopea Peter Grinnell 
Stanhopea oculata x Stanhopea 
graceolens 


C.Withner (P.Grinnell), 1997 
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Stanhopea Plemont 


Stanhopea nigroviolacea x Stanhopea 
Augres 
Eric Young Orchid Foundation, 2005 


Stanhopea Plaything 


Stanhopea florida x Stanhopea anfracta 
F.Stevenson, 1992 


Stanhopea Princess Diana 
Stanhopea lietzei x Stanhopea 


grandiflora 
D.Pulley, 1997 


Stanhopea Quirky Queen 
Stanhopea Love Potion x Stanhopea 
wardii 


D.Pulley, 1998 


Stanhopea Racine 

Stanhopea costariciensis x Stanhopea 
saccata 

Marcel Lecoufle, 1989 


Above: Stanhopea Naked Lady (Stanhopea reichenbachiana x Stanhopea pulla). (Photo D.Pulley) 


Left: Stanhopea Naked Lady (Stanhopea reichenbachiana x Stanhopea pulla). (Photo D.Pulley) 


Stanhopea Ronsard 


Stanhopea wardii x Stanhopea oculata 
Marcel Lecoufle, 1989 


Stanhopea Sarudon 


Stanhopea saccata x Stanhopea ruckeri 
M. & M.F.Bourdon, 2000 


Stanhopea Shinjik 


Stanhopea saccata x Stanhopea tigrina 
Tokyo Bot. Garden, 1923 


Stanhopea Solar Flare 


Stanhopea posadae x Stanhopea tricornis 
D.Pulley, 2002 


Stanhopea Spark to Flame 


Stanhopea ruckeri x Stanhopea 
nigroviolacea 
R.J.Hartley, 2007 


Stanhopea Spindleriana 


Stanhopea oculata x Stanhopea tigrina 
Spindler, 1890 
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Stanhopea Starry Night 
Stanhopea nigroviolacea x Stanhopea 


platyceras 
D.Pulley, 2007 


Stanhopea Sunshine 


Stanhopea graceolens x Stanhopea 
tricornis 


D.Pulley, 2002 


Stanhopea Thunder Bird 


Stanhopea insignis x Stanhopea 
nigroviolacea 
D.Pulley, 2003 


Stanhopea Tigolens 


Stanhopea tigrina x Stanhopea 
graceolens 
R.Mason (O/U), 2002 


Stanhopea Uli Paterny 


Stanhopea oculata x Stanhopea martiana 
H.J.Jung, 1994 
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Left: Stanhopea saccata. (Photo D.Hartley) 


Below: Stanhopea Assidensis (Stanhopea tigrina x Stanhopea 
wardil). (Photo D.Pulley) 
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Stanhopea Spindleriana (Stanhopea oculata x Stanhopea tigrina). (Photo Ron Parsons) 


Stanhopea Verhoffiana 


Stanhopea insignis var. flava x Stanhopea 
tigrina 

After Verhoff, grower of the collection of 
Krupp in Essen, presented by Schlechter 
1917 in Orchis 


Stanhopea Victory 

Stanhopea Love Potion x Stanhopea tig- 
rina 

D.Pulley, 1998 


Stanhopea Wetley Secret 


Stanhopea nigroviolacea x Stanhopea 
graceolens 
R.J.Hartley, 2007 


Stanhopea Wolteriana 

Stanhopea martiana x Stanhopea tigrina 
after Sanders’ List of Orchid Hybrids 
done by P.Wolter, 1905 


Stanhopea Wolteriana 


Stanhopea tigrina x Stanhopea insignis 
after Schlechter in Orchis 8:108.1914 


Stanhopea Wolteriana var. 
Goldschmidtiae 

Stanhopea tigrina x Stanhopea 
Wolteriana 

after Schlechter in Orchis 8:108.1914 
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Stanhopea Zephyr 


Stanhopea intermedia x Stanhopea 
graceolens 
D.Pulley, 1995 


Stanhopea Zombie 


Stanhopea tricornis x Stanhopea 
intermedia 
D.Pulley, 2002 


(To be concluded in the next issue.) 


Petaloid Laelia anceps 


he Mexican epiphytic species Laelia 

anceps is an orchid that has always 
been embraced by novice and experienced 
enthusiasts worldwide due to its stunning 
blooms, variability and ease of cultivation. 
They are welcome plants in flower during 
the cooler months of the year, blooming 
from (depending on the clone) mid- 
autumn to late winter. Unusual colour 
forms and combinations as well as splash- 
petalled and “feathered” (lineata) clones 
have also attracted. attention due to their 
rarity and uniqueness. 

Recently, two distinct clones of Laelia 
anceps have appeared in cultivation in 
Australia from different backgrounds. 
Both of these flowered without having the 
traditional and distinctive modified label- 


Text and photos by David Banks 


lum, with the lip taking a very similar form 
to the two other petals. This gave the flow- 
ers an appearance reminiscent of similar 
mutations that have occurred in the “hot 
lips” or “pansy” hard-caned dendrobiums 
(derived from D. bigibbum and related 
species) and the “big foot’ style 
Phalaenopsis. 

The first plant is one that I bloomed in 
2006 out of a batch of seedlings from 
Tinonee Orchids that was a sibling cross 
made by Ray Clement of two different 
clones of the white to pale pink (and gen- 
erally later blooming) Laelia anceps 
subsp. dawsonii. The others bloomed with 
very nice, but normal blooms, which was 
to be expected. However the last of the 
seedlings to bloom flowered quite differ- 


Laelia anceps subsp. dawsonii (HDO petaloid form), note the pale pink blush on the petals. 
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ent to any other seedling of this species I 
had previously seen. 

The flower really didn’t look like the 
species at all (or an orchid for that matter), 
due to the absence of its normal modified 
labellum. The bloom was also smaller than 
most forms of the species, but quite 
shapely. The flower opened pure white but 
quickly took on a pale pink tinge on the 
three petals, whilst the sepals remained 
pure white. 

It has now bloomed three years in a row, 
so this mutation is obviously stable. At this 
stage it has only produced two blooms on 
the relatively short but very upright inflo- 
rescence and the plant is not as vigorous as 
its “normal” siblings. 

Last year (2007) I was told about 
another obviously similar clone by Nick 
and Kathy Koutsoukis. Nick recently 
emailed me a photo of his plant, which he 
purchased a few years previously as a 
named division, as he knew it was some- 
thing different. It was named Laelia 
anceps ‘Royale Tripetal’. Better still, 
when Kathy and Nick came visiting to see 
my Laelia anceps collection in bloom, 
they arrived with a piece of the same plant 
for me. I believe their clone to be a petaloid 
form of an albinistic clone of the “typical” 
species. It is a much more vigorous plant 
than mine, with three large flowers on a 
long arching inflorescence. Next year I 
intend making an outcross between these 
genetically different clones to see if this 
trait is passed onto its progeny. It will be an 
interesting exercise and one wonders what 
percentage of the seedlings are likely to 
carry this trait. 

I know of no other “petaloid” clones of 
Laelia anceps, but would expect it to also 
occur in the typical lavender colour faze. 
This is quite a different mutation to peloric 
flowers, whereby the labellum markings 
and form are somewhat manifested in the 
petals. 

Albino clones of Laelia anceps have 
always been scarce, but have become 
entrenched in cultivation as seedlings and 
divisions have been distributed. 
Unfortunately there is still some confusion 
among some growers as to what consti- 
tutes an albino clone and one that simply 
has white petals and sepals. L. anceps 
forma alba ‘Jannine’ is a fine example of 
a true albino form of the typical species. It 
completely lacks any anthocyanin (basi- 
cally red pigmentation) and only exhibits a 
small greenish yellow patch at the base of 
the labellum. Incidentally, this clone 
‘Jannine’ is the official emblem of the 
Sydney International Orchid Fair. 
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Laelia anceps forma alba ‘Royale 
Tripetal’ apart from lacking a typical 
labellum, it also is an albino clone. 


New Product! forOrchids 


Neutrog commenced development of Strike Back 
for Orchids in early 2006 through establishing 
trials with various commercial orchid growers and 
via the members of anumber of Orchid clubs 
throughout Australia. 


Success in these trials has resulted in Strike Back 
for Orchids being recommended and endorsed 
by the Cymbidium Orchid Club of SA as well as the 
Cymbidium Club of Australia. 


Strike Back for Orchids is an organic based, 
chemically boosted fertiliser, specifically developed 
to enhance the growth and flower development of 
orchids. It is a complete orchid fertiliser and it’s all 
you'll ever need. 


To find out the release date of Strike Back for 
Orchids and your nearest stockist, register online 
at www.neutrog.com.au or freecall 1800 65 66 44 


Seaweed “Ta \e NEUTROG 


FOE RT ! cL tS EVR S 


The Experts’ Choice. 
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Laelia anceps forma alba ‘Jannine’ is an early flowering true albino clone that completely lacks 
anthocyanin. 


Laelia anceps subsp. dawsonii — this is the typical form of the subspecies, and the one most 
commonly encountered in cultivation — often incorrectly labelled as “var. alba’. 


Top right: Laelia anceps subsp. 
dawsonii ‘Helen’, this awarded 
clone is arguably the best of the 

pastel pink forms. 


Below right: Laelia anceps subsp. 
dawsonii ‘Rachael’ is a superb 
large-flowered clone that is an 
example of what are often loosely 
referred to as the “Oaxaquena’” type. 


Many plants that are often incorrectly 
referred to as “albas” or “var. alba” are in 
fact members of the subspecies dawsonii. 
The various forms within this later flower- 
ing subspecies (which basically occurs in 
the mountains off the western coast or 
“Pacific watershed” of Mexico) always 
have some degree of fine reddish-brown to 
purple lines arranged in a network within 
the throat of the labellum. This is generally 
coupled with a yellow patch at the base of 
the labellum, sometimes with soft pink 
suffusions on the sidelobes and apex of the 
lip. Just to complicate matters, I do believe 
that I also have an albino clone of the daw- 
sonii subspecies. 

Plants of the winter blooming dawsonii 
subspecies typically have pure white 
tepals, however there are clones in cultiva- 
tion that have a slight pink blush to the 
blooms, with the colour concentrated at 
the base of the segments. The clone 
‘Helen’ HCC/AOS (1986) that was popu- 
larised by James Rose of Cal Orchid 
(USA) has become a favourite in cultiva- 
tion and is also a valuable showbench and 
breeding plant. The flowers open with a 
slight greenish tinge which quickly gives 
way to white then the base of the petals 
develop a pale musk-pink that darkens as 
the blooms mature. Some older texts refer 
to this colour variant under the superfluous 
name of “‘var. delicata’”. 

Some of the largest flowered and most 
horticulturally appealing clones of Laelia 
anceps subspecies dawsonii come from 
the Mexican state of Oaxaca. They have 
often been referred to as the “Oaxaquena” 
type, yet this name has no formal taxo- 
nomic standing. My clone ‘Rachael’ has 
by far the largest flowers I have seen in this 
subspecies, with up to four blooms on a 
very tall inflorescence. It is also a most 
imposing plant and vigorous grower. 

Certainly a collection of various forms 
of Laelia anceps helps to brighten what is 
essentially one of the dullest times of the 
year. Apart from the clone ‘Royale 
Tripetal’ (owned and photographed by 
Nick & Kathy Koutsoukis); the remaining 
plants were grown by Hills District 
Orchids, Northmead (NSW) and _ pho- 
tographed by the author. | 

David Banks 

Hills District Orchids 

Seven Hills, NSW 

Email: davidpbanks @veritel.com.au 
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faxillaria pseudoneglecta 


Eric Christenson discusses a rarely seen species from Costa Rica and Panama 


he genus Maxillaria in its broad tradi- 

tional sense includes species that 
range from those with extremely showy 
flowers to those that are best referred to in 
polite company as “why bother”. Among 
the latter are a cluster of closely related 
species centred on M. parviflora (Poepp. 
& Endl.) Garay, often seen in the literature 
by its later synonym M. conferta (Griseb.) 
C. Schweinf. ex Leon. How closely related 
are they? At various times past, all the 
names and (or) species in the group have 
been included in an all inclusive M. parvi- 
flora. Recent study (Atwood, 1993), in 


Maxillaria pseudoneglecta showing plant habit ( 
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light of field observations, colour photog- 
raphy, and other modern conveniences in 
addition to traditional herbarium studies, 
has shown there are (at‘least) six well- 
defined species present. One of the larger- 
flowered of these, M. pseudoneglecta 
Atwood illustrated here, is an attractive 
miniature deserving space in a species col- 
lection. 

The first part of the 20th century was a 
quite active period for study of Central 
American orchids. German taxonomist 
Rudolf Schlechter described hundreds of 
new species from the Berlin herbarium, at 


grower: Michael Ferenczi, photo: D. Banks) 


the time the dominant botanical institution 
in the world. His activity was balanced by 
the work of Oakes Ames and his associ- 
ates, including men like Charles 
Schweinfurth and Louis Williams, at 
Harvard University in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. Initially working indepen- 
dently, the two eventually coordinated 
their work. Following Schlechter’s prema- 
ture death in 1925, the Ames group began 
a protracted phase of broadening their 
species concepts. This time saw the reduc- 
tion of hundreds of recently described 
species into the synonymy of older 
species. 

In contrast, the latter half of the 20th 
century (and continuing today) has consis- 
tently dismantled these inflated syn- 
onymies and resurrected many of the 
names as valid species. There is a joke 
among taxonomists working in the 
Americas that you don’t need to describe a 
new species, you just need to find 
Schlechter’s name for it buried in syn- 
onymy. In the case of M. pseudoneglecta, 
it was a Reichenbach name from 1866 that 
had been all but forgotten, Ornithidium 
anceps based on a Wendland collection 
from Costa Rica. So why isn’t this article 
about Maxillaria anceps? Well, the use of 
the same species epithets (names) in 
generic segregates in this group, especially 
in Camaridium and Ornithidium, has led 
to an at times treacherous nomenclatural 
landscape. Because their already was a 
Maxillaria anceps Ames & Schweinf. 
from 1930 for another Central American 
species, Atwood proposed a new name 
(nom. nov. for nomen novum in Latin, 
meaning a new name) for Reichenbach’s 
species, when we consider it a species of 
Maxillaria. The name refers to its similar- 
ity to M. neglecta (Schltr.) L.O. Wms., a 
more common sympatric species found 
from Honduras to Colombia. 

Species in the Maxillaria 
neglecta/parviflora complex are vegeta- 
tively quite similar. The seedlings initially 
produce small  caespitose plants. 
Caespitose is a term referring to a sympo- 
dial growth habit where the individual 
growths are separated by minimal rhizome 
segments. So, Dendrobium kingianum 
would be an example of a caespitose habit. 
Once established, the Maxillaria seedlings 
begin to produce elongate rhizome seg- 
ments between pseudobulbs although the 
roots are only produced from the original 
base, or translate along the rhizome and 
emerge only at the base. This growth is 
pendent and the plants eventually produce 
long chains of many pseudobulbs. This 
shift from a caespitose to a laxly pendent 
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habit is similar to that seen in most species 
of Dockrillia. Each Maxillaria growth 
bears a pseudobulb with one leaf that is 
subtended by a series of papery bracts 
which lack leafy blades. 

Inflorescences in this complex com- 
prise short, densely-flowered, head-like 
clusters of flowers that are produced at the 
base of the pseudobulbs. That combined 
with mostly tiny flowers make them less 
than likely subjects for horticulture. 
Within the complex, however, are two 
larger-flowered species, M.  horichii 
Senghas and WM. _ pseudoneglecta. 
Maxillaria horichii produces stunning 
dark orange flowers but I have found the 
long rhizome segments, to 9cm long, 
more than offset the beauty of the flowers. 
Maxillaria pseudoneglecta, on the other 
hand, can have rhizome segments to 8cm 
long but the more open heads of generally 
more numerous flowers should garner it a 


Maxillaria_ pseudoneglecta inflorescence (grower: Michael Ferenczi, 


photo: D. Banks) 


place in mixed collections. The lateral 
sepals of M. pseudoneglecta are up to 9 x 
5mm which may not seem like much until 
you consider those of M. parviflora which 
are just to 6 x 3mm. 

Other than the original publication of 
the name M. pseudoneglecta (Atwood, 
1993) the only further literature is a con- 
densed treatment of that publication for 
the Flora Costaricensis (Atwood, 1999). 
The flowers are said to be variable in 
colour with some described as orange, 
indicating possible natural hybridisation 
with M. horichii. The plant illustrated here 
represents the most common phase with 
whitish yellow floral segments becoming 
darker yellow at the apices and a yellow lip 
with a darker, yellow-orange midlobe. 

Maxillaria pseudoneglecta is endemic 
to Costa and Panama at elevations of 900- 
2200m. In cultivation it may be grown in 
pots but is perhaps best accommodated in 


D. Banks) 
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a vertically suspended small basket or 
mounted on a slab. 
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uring a trip to the Philippines in 

July/August 2006, | had the plea- 
sure to visit the province of Misamis 
Oriental in northern Mindanao at the 
invitation of Mr. Georg Hampel, a 
German national working there. Mr. 
Hampel is also an orchid lover and has 
amassed a wondertul orchid collection 
during his time in Misamis. On the first 
afternoon during my stay there, | was 
relaxing on the verandah of Mr. 
Hampel’s home when two Filipino men 
arrived carrying several boxes of 
plants. At that time Mr. Hampel was not 


present and the men asked me to give 
the plants to Mr. Hampel, when he 
returned home from work. The only 
information | could obtain from these 
men was that the plants had been sent 
from the neighbouring province of 
Bukidnon, also on Mindanao. 

Being the orchid species lover that | 
am (and in particular those species 
from the Philippines), | could not resist 
the temptation of looking at the plants 
that had just arrived. 

Many of the plants were familiar to 
me, but the species described here 


stood out because of the interesting 
growth habit and the flower. A couple 
of plants were given to me for further 
study and in due course were passed 
on to Wally Suarez for growing. The 
plants have progressed well in cultiva- 
tion and have flowered on numerous 
occasions. 

A search of the relevant literature, 
for the Philippines and neighbouring 
countries, has not revealed any 
species resembling this plant, and | 
hereby describe this species as new to 
science. 


Four new orchid species 
from the Philippines 


by Jim Cootes 


Dendrobium niveobarbatum 
J.E. Cootes sp. noy. 

TYPE: PHILIPPINES, Mindanao, 
Bukidnon province, exact locality 
unknown. July 2006. W. Suarez s.n. 
(Holotype: NSW638111) 

Pseudobulbis absens; caules et foliis 
complanatus lateralis; flores similis ver- 
sus D. polytrichum Ames 1907; calcaris 
longus; differt. 


Plant Description: 

Growth habit: pendulous. 

Stems: flattened, 64cm long, possibly 
reaching greater lengths; lcm wide; not 
branching. 

Leaves: laterally flattened; lanceolate, 
up to 11cm long from the abscision zone 
by 1.5cm wide; either plain green or 
overlaid with a purple suffusion. 

Inflorescences: appear from the leaf- 
less tips of the stems; short, single-flow- 
ered. Flowers are 1.2cm across the lat- 
eral sepals by 2.6cm long from the tip of 
the mentum to the tip of the dorsal sepal. 

Flower colour: white; inner part of the 
labellum very pale greenish, inner sur- 
face of side lobes with fine purple-red 
horizontal lines; column foot densely 
striated with purple-red. Flowers are 
odourless. 

Dorsal sepal: ovate-lanceolate, lcm 
long by 4mm wide. 

Petals: broadly lanceolate; conspicu- 
ously ridged at the back, lcm long by 
3mm wide; tips finely notched. 

Lateral sepals: obliquely triangular; 
together with the mentum 2.2cm long by 
Smm wide. 


Labellum: three lobed; lateral lobes 
almost enclose the column, triangular, 
apices slightly bent; midlobe ovate, 
6mm long, fringed; ridge on the disc 
white, changing to greenish with purple- 
red edges at the junction of the side 
lobes. 

Etymology: The specific epithet 
refers to the white hairs that are around 
the edge of the labellum. 


Notes: Dendrobium niveobarbatum 
appears to be a unique species, with a 
plant habit like that of an Aporum but 
with flowers that are very similar to 
species in Dendrobium _ section 
Crumenata Pfitz., and in particular Den. 
polytrichum Ames. This species is an 
apparent link between the genus Aporum 
and the Dendrobium section Crumenata, 
to which section it belongs. 


Above: Dendrobium 
niveobarbatum (photo: 
Wally Suarez) 


Top right: 
Dendrobium niveobar- 
batum plant from 
Bukidnon, (photo: 
Wally Suarez) 


Right: Dendrobium 
niveobarbatum plant 
habit, (photo: Dr. 
Nelson Geraldino) 
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Above: Dendrobium stricticalarum from west coast of Luzon, (photo: Jim 
Cootes) 


The Kapatalan region of Laguna 
province in Luzon, Philippines, is a con- 
stant source of amazing new orchid 
species. The following species is from 
this area. 


Dendrobium stricticalcarum 


W. Suarez & J.E. Cootes sp. nov. 


TYPE: PHILIPPINES, Luzon, 
Laguna province, Kapatalan region ca. 
200 metres elevation. July 2006. W. 
Suarez s.n. (Holotype: NSW638110) 

Pseudobulbis tenuis, nullo modo ram- 
ification; florum inapertus partim; 
labello triangularis; calcari longus, plus 
minus strictus; differt. 


Plant Description: 

Growth habit: upright. 

Pseudobulbs: slender at the base, 
gradually becoming clavate; many 
internodes, to 40cm long, possibly 
reaching greater lengths; 4.5mm _ in 
diameter at the widest point; not branch- 
ing; leafy only on the upper third; can 
flower on plants only 9cm high. 

Leaves: narrowly to broadly lanceo- 
late; not leathery; glossy; no petiole; to 
6.5cm long by 1.1cm wide. 

Inflorescences: appear from the leaf- 
less pseudobulbs; usually near the apex; 
to 1.4cm long, bearing between 3 and 12 
flowers. Flowers are about 5mm across 
the lateral sepals by 2.3cm long from the 
tip of the mentum to the tip of the dorsal 
sepal. The flowers of this species do not 
open widely. 

Pedicel and Ovary: 
1.5mm in diameter. 

Flower colour: pink; anther cap is pur- 
plish; odourless. Pollinia are brown in 
colour. 

Dorsal 


1.5cm long by 


sepal: ovate-lanceolate, 


Right: Dendrobium stric- 
ticalarum from west 
coast of Luzon, (photo: 
Jim Cootes) 


Below right: 
Dendrobium stricti- 
calarum plant from the 
island of Leyte, (photo: 
Dr. Gerhard 
Langenberger) 


acuminate, reflexing slightly, 7mm long 
by 3.2mm wide. 

Petals: narrowly lanceolate to linear; 
acuminate; 7mm long by 1.5mm wide. 

Lateral sepals: triangular; together 
with the mentum 2.5cm long by 3.5mm 
wide. 

Mentum: straight; Imm diameter at 
the centre increasing to 2mm diameter at 
the apex. 

Labellum: ovate-elliptic; lcm long by 
3mm wide (when flattened); edges 
rolling around the column. 

Etymology: The specific epithet 
refers to the straight mentum (spur) of 
this species. 

Notes: The plants described here were 
found growing in a citrus tree orchard in 
the Kapatalan region of Laguna province 
on Luzon. Several years ago JC was sent 
images, of what may be the same 
species, from the island of Leyte in the 
Visayan Sea, by Dr. Gerhard 
Langenberger. 

Dendrobium stricticalarum appears to 


have affinities with D. sidikalangense 
Dauncey, but differs from that species by 
the differently shaped mentum and the 
angle that the mentum is in relationship 
to the pedicel and ovary. This species is 
a member of the section Pedilonum (B1.) 
Lindl. 
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A recent trip to Dumaguete City, in 
the province of Negros Oriental, by 
Mr and Mrs. Ravan Schneider, has 
revealed a previously undescribed 
Dendrobium species. Plants of this 
species were obtained at a market 
place and the vendor said that the 
plants came from the mountains 
behind the city. Upon the flowering of 
the plant in August 2007, the flowers 
were photographed and then pre- 
served in 65% alcohol 30% water and 
5% glycerine for closer study. A 
search of the relevant literature, for 
the Philippines and surrounding 
countries, has revealed no likely 
name for this beautiful orchid, which 
I propose here, as a new species. 


Dendrobium josephinae 
J.E. Cootes sp. nov. 

TYPE: PHILIPPINES, Negros 
Oriental province, ca. 350 metres ele- 
vation. August 2007. R. Schneider 
s.n. (Holotype: NSW768683) 

Arte cognato Dendrobio bicolenso 
Lubag-Arquiza, sed labello crista 
unico et epichilio magis acuto; dif- 


fert. 


Plant Description: 

Growth habit: upright to semi-pen- 
dulous. 

Pseudobulbs: slender at the base, 
gradually becoming clavate; many 
internodes, to 30cm long, possibly 
reaching greater lengths; to lcm in 
diameter at the widest point; not 
branching; leafy only at the apex. 

Leaves: usually 2; narrowly to 
broadly lanceolate; not leathery; 
glossy; no petiole; to 12cm long by 
2.5cm wide. 

Inflorescences:  single-flowered; 
appearing from along the pseudob- 
ulbs; usually near the apex; always on 
the swollen portion. Flowers are 
about 2.5cm across the lateral sepals 
and they open widely. 


ORCHIDACEOUS SUPPLIES 
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Pots - dome pots - Port Pots - 
trays — meters — virus testing kits — 
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Pedicel and Ovary: lcm long by 
1.5 to 2mm in diameter. 

Flower colour: sepals and petals 
are white to cream; labellum is white 
at the apex, deep pink near the base 
with the veining darker, orange at the 
base; underside of column is striped 
in deep pink. 

Dorsal sepal: ovate to oblong, 
acuminate, slightly concave, to lcm 
long by 5mm wide. 

Petals: narrowly lanceolate to lin- 
ear; acuminate; 9mm long by 3mm 
wide. 


long by 6mm wide. 

Mentum: very short, less than 2mm 
long. 

Labellum: lanceolate; vaguely 
three-lobed; side-lobes semi-circular, 
upright; overall lcm long by 4mm 
wide (when unflattened); mid-lobe 
pointed with the edges rolling 
upwards; distinct single ridge cen- 
trally which is 4mm long by 1.2mm 
high. 

Etymology: The specific epithet 
honours Mrs. Josephine Schneider, 
who along with her husband Ravan, 
has done much to broaden our knowl- 
edge of the orchids of the Philippines 


in northern Mindoro. 

Notes: This species is related to 
Dendrobium  bicolense _ Lubag- 
Arquiza, but differs in the single ridge 
in the labellum, and the pointed apex 
of the labellum. Dendrobium josephi- 
nae is only known from Negros 
Oriental, where it grows as an epi- 
phyte, in well lit localities at eleva- 
tions of around 350 metres. This 
species is a member of the section 
Fugacia J.J. Sm. 


Dendrobium josephinae plant from Bukidnon, 
(photo: Ravan Schneider) 
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The Central Cordillera Mountains of 
Luzon continue to reveal new orchid 
species. The Liparis species described 
here comes from this region. 


Liparis asinacephala 
W. Suarez & J.E. Cootes sp. nov. 

TYPE: PHILIPPINES, Luzon, Nueva 
Vizcaya, Dalton Pass region ca. 1,000 
metres elevation. July 2006. W. Suarez 
s.n. (Holotype: NSW638116) 

A sectionis Distichae; dorsalis sepalis 
valde reflexus; labelli triangularis, 
carnosus, instructus par amplificatus 
callus prope ad basim; differt. 


Plant Description: 


Growth habit: upright. 

Rhizome: 2mm in diameter, bearing 
the pseudobulbs at intervals of between 
7mm and 1.5cm. 

Pseudobulbs: ellipsoid, broader below 
the middle, slightly flattened, angles 
more or less obtuse, green, glossy, uni- 
foliate, 1.3 to2cm high by 8mm to 1.lcm 
in diameter. 

Leaves: linear-lanceolate, erect to 
sub-erect, glossy, to 17.8cm long by 
9mm to 1.1cm wide. 

Inflorescences: green, erect to sub- 
horizontal; peduncle flattened, 5.4 to 
12.8cm long; rachis sub-horizontal, 1 to 
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3cm long; floral bracts green, orange on 
the inner sides, 4mm long by 1.25mm 
wide, can bear up to 30 flowers of 
which one to two are open at any time. 

Flowers: sepals and petals are pale 
orange; labellum and pedicel orange, 
calli darker orange; 3.5mm wide by 
7.5mm high with a very faint, fetid 
odour. 

Dorsal sepal: ovate-elliptic, 5mm long 
by 2mm wide, strongly reflexing. 

Petals: spathulate, erect, curving 
slightly inwards; to 4.5mm long by 2mm 
wide. 

Lateral sepals: ovate, slightly oblique, 
translucent, tips acuminate, 5mm long 
by 3mm wide. 

Labellum: triangular, erect at the base, 
sharply bent downwards for about 1/3 of 
its length; 3mm long by 2.5mm wide; 
surface glabrous. Calli 4; lateral ones 
oblong from above, Imm long by 0.5mm 
wide; inner 2 very small, teeth-like; situ- 
ated directly beneath the column. 

Column: sub-erect, broadly triangular 
in front, 1.5mm high by Imm wide; apex 
with triangular wings. 

Pedicel: 6mm long. 

Etymology: The specific epithet 
refers to the shape of the flower, which 
resembles the head of a donkey. 

Notes: Liparis asinacephala appears 
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to be related to L. gibbosa Finet, but dif- 
fers from that species by the flat, square 
mid lobe of the labellum, which is 
pointed to about 90 degrees, and the 
much larger plant dimensions. In L. gib- 
bosa the mid lobe of the labellum is 
acutely pointed and curves underneath. 
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Above: Liparis asinacephala 
(photo: Wally Suarez) 


Below: Liparis asinacephala 
(photo: Wally Suarez) 
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Phallies 
& more 


email: Idneill@ledanet.com.au 
Phone (07) 4056 2357 Mob 0405 453 171 


1-3 Grey Street, Meringa via Gordonvale 
Queensland 4865 


AOR 013 


AOR 051 


25 


Australian Orchid Foundation 


n February this year, the Australian 
Orchid Foundation (AOF) held its direc- 
tors meeting. Nothing unusual about that, in 
fact over the years we have looked forward 
to the “February” meeting, because it’s 
“Gerald’s” Birthday. Gerald of course is the 
AOF co-founder Gerald McCraith AM. We 
(the directors) and I guess many readers of 
the AOR, realise that Gerald is approaching 
another great milestone in his brilliant life. 
Gerald turned 99 on the 24th February 
2008. I am glad to report that Gerald is well 
and certainly fitter than some of the younger 
directors (me included, a mere 70). Yes, his 
eyesight is fading and causing him concern. 
He has been an active and learned man all 
his life; he has depended upon his eyesight, 
for his reading. This mans great wisdom has 
come from books. Glasses have not helped 
lately. He has used a hand held magnifying 
glass for a couple of years but this is not so 
successful now. His hearing has failed, he 
has hearing aides but perhaps the silence is 
golden, he does not complain about this. 
However the good news, we had a cake 
complete with blue icing (blue for boys, 
Chairperson Helen Richards told me), can- 
dles.... yes, but not a forest fire out of def- 
erence to a great and honourable gentleman. 
We sang “Happy Birthday”. What more 
could you want for a friend’s birthday bash. 
Then came the shock. After 32+ years, 
our co-founding Director, Gerald McCraith 


AM was to retire as a Director from his 
beloved AOF. 

The 32+ years refers to the Foundation 
being signed, sealed and delivered in 1976, 
however, there was at least a 4 year period 
prior to the Foundation’s establishment in 
the development of its company structure. 
The Foundation is of course a company, a 
very special company, we are recognised by 
the government as an approved charitable 
body and hence all of your donations to the 
AOF are tax deductible, etc . Do you know 
that because of this all of our “research com- 
mittee” members must be approved by the 
CSIRO? [have had the privilege to present 
the Foundation’s paper work to some very 
heavy company law types. They are amazed 
at what Gerald and the other co-founders 
achieved. In fact, the whole management of 
the Foundation has been praised by these 
company advisors. 

Do you know that the donations given to 
the Foundation are held in perpetuity? In 
fact, better than that, your donation’s pur- 
chasing power has been maintained by the 
addition of a cost of living adjustment each 
year. So, your $10 donation in 1978, is still 
in the Trust (earning interest) and we have 
added to that, an annual percentage, so that 
your $10 in 1978 is perhaps $30 in 2008, 
(please you accountants out there don’t tell 
me its $28.17, it will be close enough). 

The Directors of the AOF are pleased to 
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St Ives Orchid Fair 


Friday 15th August 2008 9:00am to 4:00pm 
Saturday 16th August 2008 9:00am to 4:00pm 
Sunday 17th August 2008 9:00am to 3:00pm 


Admission $4 Children under 15 free 
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Bus groups welcome - concession, Unlimited free parking, 
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* The Orchid Tray Company + Tinonee Orchid Nursery * Woolf Orchidculture. 


For more information: Show Marshal Garrie Bromley 02 9452 3203 


‘The Big One’ 


St Ives Showground 
Mona Vale Road, St Ives 


announce that Gerald’s daughter Lois 
Dixon-Ward will succeed Gerald as a 
Director of the Foundation. Lois has been 
working with the Foundation as an 
Associate to the Directors for several years. 
Gerald referred to Lois as his right hand 
“man” enabling him to cope with his 
Foundation work over recent years. 

On behalf of all the AOF Directors, 
Associates, members of the AOF and the 
orchid fraternity in general we thank Gerald 
for his untiring work. | 


Eric Wilde 

Director AOF 
www.australinorchidfoundation.org.au 
Email: ef.wilde@bigpond.com 
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Quality exhibition cattleyas are our 
specialty. 


For a catalogue please phone, fax, or 
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Native Orchid Species and Hybrids 
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he neotropical genus Sarcoglottis 

is a taxonomic wasteland due in 
large part to the indiscriminate appli- 
cation of the names S. acaulis (J. E. 
Sm.) Schltr. and S. grandiflora (W. J. 
Hook.) KI. to numerous superficially 
species throughout the range of the 
genus from Mexico to Bolivia 
(Christenson, 1999a, 1999b). One 
species that escaped getting folded 
into such concepts is S. ventricosa 
(Vell.) Hoehne, endemic to the 
Brazilian states of Minas Gerais and 
Sao Paulo (Pabst & Dungs, 1975). 
This species is distinct from others in 
the genus by the combination of a 
densely-flowered, club-like inflores- 
cence covered with white trichomes 
(plant “hairs”) and brown, rather than 
the more common green, flowers. 

The genus Sarcoglottis was previ- 
ously included in an exceedingly 
broadly defined Spiranthes. Although 
authors continue to nip and tuck 
generic concepts pulled from such an 
all inclusive Spiranthes, all agree that 
Sarcoglottis is distinct. It is a sister 
genus to Pelexia and the genera can be 
easily confused. Ignoring technical 
details of the column and pollinia for 
the moment, the genera can usually be 
separated by the nature of the spur. 
Both genera produce spurs that are 
fused for their length to ovary (best 
seen in a cross-section of the ovary). In 
Sarcoglottis the spur is fused for its 
length and there is no distinct visible 
apex. In Pelexia, in contrast, the chin- 
like spur apex is always distinct from 
the ovary. Sarcoglottis always have 
pubescent inflorescences, floral bracts, 
and sepals. In Pelexia some species do 
this while other are essentially glabrous 
(smooth, without any trichomes). 

The botanical history of 
Sarcoglottis ventricosa began as 
Serapias ventricosa, described by 
Vellozo in 1827. In those early days of 
botany, and especially working in the 
isolation of Brazil, Vellozo only had a 
rudimentary grasp of orchid genera, 
themselves rather sketchy concepts at 
the time. Today the genus Serapias is 
circumscribed with species native to 
Eurasia. The species epithet ventricosa 
means swollen, especially swollen to 
one side. Vellozo chose this name to 
describe the swelling on one side of the 
ovary made by the internal spur. It is 
perhaps easier to remember the species 
the name of its later synonym, 
Sarcoglottis rufescens Klotzsch. The 
name rufescens means becoming red- 
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dish-brown, referring to the flower 
colour. 

Many species of Sarcoglottis have 
densely-flowered, cylindric racemes 
of flowers. In S. ventricosa the 
racemes are particularly densely-flow- 
ered and club-shaped. In addition, the 
pubescence on the inflorescences and 
flowers is especially dense and white, 
the latter in high contrast to the brown 
flowers. The combination of charac- 
ters renders the species quite distinct in 
the genus. 

I actually have a bit of personal 
research history with this species. 
There are no known complete original 
specimens from Klotzsch preserved 
and extant material consists of scat- 
tered fragments he sent correspondents 
like Reichenbach for purposes of com- 
munication. In 1994 the US National 
Geographic Society funded a trip by 
me to the Komarov Botanical Institute 
in St. Petersburg, Russia, to inventory 
critical orchid specimens conserved in 
the herbarium (Christenson, 1995). 
There I was able to locate material cul- 
tivated at the Komarov in 1835 suit- 
able for neotypification of the name 
Sarcoglottis rufescens. The specimen 
was part of the Fischer herbarium and 
when Klotzsch published S. rufescens 
in 1842 he cited a synonym of 
Spiranthes rufescens Fischer. There is 
little doubt that the cultivated plants 
Fischer had in St. Petersburg were 
from the same importation that 
Klotzsch had access to at his home 
institution in Berlin and it was just a 
matter of connecting the dots. 

Although rarely cultivated, the genus 
Sarcoglottis (and its segregate Veyretia) 
includes several species with showy 
flowers and (or) patterned leaves. The 
few hybrids made with Sarcoglottis 
show great promise as_ horticultural 
plants for orchid enthusiasts but quite 
limited commercial appeal. 
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@ 
Port Macquarie Orchid & Bromeliad Society Inc. A [ [ 
celebrating our 25th Anniversary m es le a 


proudly presents : 


Gy Wha S04 


riday, Saturday & Sunday 
3rd, 4th & 5th October 2008 


Text and photos 


Local and Interstate Orchid Enthusiasts are invited 


Nurseries have been invited to 


“eet attend a fantastic Orchid Show 


A great range of plants and 


accessories will be available to in Nature's Wonderland 


suit the most avid connoisseur. 


Extensive Show Schedule. Inquiries to The Show Marshall, 


. i Dennis Sinclair 02 6582 4809, or 
Great Prize Money for a wide Secretary, John Matthews, 


range of genera. 02 6582 0186 
Email:- jrhmmatthews @bigpond.com 


Held in the Port Panthers Auditorium, 
Bay Street, Port Macquarie NSW 


HILLS DISTRICT ORCHIDS 


Open Day Sunday 12 October 2008 


@183 Windsor Road Northmead 2152 NSW 
Yam til 4pm (please park in Mary Street or Windermere Avenue) 


Heaps of flowering orchids, 
rare species and unusual 
plants for sale (including 

Nepenthes pitcher plants and 
choice Haworthia species), as 
well as a full range of orchid 
related supplies and new and 
exclusive Clivia miniata 
seedlings in a full range of 
colours. 


also attending: Tinonee Orchid 
Nursery, Macquarie Native Orchids 
and Miriam Ann Orchids 


New 2008 Clivia seedling listing now available 
Phone: David Banks on (02) 9674 4720 or 0412 123 036 
E-mail: davidpbanks@veritel.com.au 
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Spring: First Sunday after October Long Weekend (12 October 2008) 
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mesiella monticola, together with A. 

philippinensis and A. minor, comprise 
the monopodial genus Amesiella. This 
genus which is endemic to the Philippines 
was previously thought to be monotypic 
(only one species within the genus). The 
type species, Amesiella philippinensis, 
was originally named as Angraecum 
philippinense from specimens collected 
from the island of Mindoro in 1906. This 
was obviously due to the large spur at the 
back of the flower. Based on the 1926 writ- 
ings of Rudolf Schlechter, it was proposed 
that the genus be transferred from 
Angraecum to the new genus Amesiella, 
and be named in honour of Professor 
Oakes Ames for his work with Philippine 
orchids; this was eventually formally 
described in 1972. 

Amesiella monticola and A. minor are 
recent additions to the genus with A. mon- 
ticola being described in 1998 by David 
Banks and Jim Cootes, and A. minor 
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monticola 


by Alan Hope 


—— 


described by Senghas in 1999. Amesiella 
monticola is found in the northern 
Philippine islands including central Luzon 
where it was first discovered. 

On a recent visit to the Singapore 
Botanic Gardens I was pleased to see 
blooming some very healthy specimens of 
Amesiella monticola. Since it is a cooler 
grower coming from altitudes of 1800- 
2200m in central Luzon, it is an appropri- 
ate choice for the Singapore Gardens 
Cool-house. Here it is mounted high up in 
the cool house where it receives very good 
light and air movement, and produces its 
beautiful pure white flowers. (For those 
visiting the Cool house, Amesiella monti- 
cola is located high up to the right directly 
through the entrance air-lock doors.) 

There are plants in cultivation in 
Australia and it is certainly the pick of the 
three species. a 

Alan Hope 
21 May, 2008 


The Australian Orchid Review, August/September 2008 31 


Dendrobium lowii — a beauty from Borneo 


by Jim Cootes 


Dendrobium lowii (photo: Ravan Schneider) 


ver the years there are orchids that I these plants “in the flesh”. Dendrobium 
have read about, and seen pictures of, Jowii is one of those orchids and it is a 
and I have wondered if ever I would see _ species of great beauty, charm and rarity. 


Dendrobium Speciosum Spectacular 


"| 


and Australian Orchid Species show “ i] 


Kempsey, NSW JPY a 
(Ted & Winsome Walmsley and / Ue o— Sy 
ANOS Mid North Coast Grou Zi fe 


Now in its seventh year, this is a must 
for your orchid calendar. All welcome to 
exhibit and judging will be by an all ANOS panel. 

Monetary prizes and trophies will be awarded in a range of 
classes including other epiphyte and terrestrial categories. 


Interstate entries are encouraged with a prize for the most travelled 
orchid. In addition there will be a show of Australian hybrids, which 
will also be judged, at the same location and dates shown below. 


Dates: Sat 6thSept 10am to 4pm 
Sun 7th Sept 9am to 4pm 
Mon 8th Sept 9am to 4pm 


Location: 57 Spooners Avenue, Greenhills via Kempsey. 


Details: Electronic copy of brochure with locality map, 
show schedule and associated events available 
by e-mailing John Zietsch at jzi01935@bigpond.net.au 
OR contact Ted Walmsley on (02) 6562 7150 or 
Ernie Baldwin on (02) 6585 9328. 
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I have only ever seen this plant once (in 
early 2008) and that was in the garden of 
my friend Ravan Schneider, on the island 
of Mindoro in the Philippines. Upon notic- 
ing the plant (and learning its identity) I 
requested Ravan to send me digital images 
once the plant flowered again. These 
images arrived in March this year, hence 
this short note. 

I don’t know if this plant is in cultiva- 
tion in Australia, but what an addition to 
any collection this species would make. It 
is absolutely spectacular, and unusually 
coloured, for a member of this section. 

Normally the flowers of members of the 
section Formosae (syn. Nigrohirsutae) are 
pure white, with some colouring on the 
labellum. Dendrobium lowii is different in 
that the blooms are yellow and the reddish, 
long hairs on the longitudinal ridges of the 
labellum are unique in the section, as far as 
I know. 

Dendrobium lowii is endemic to the large 
island of Borneo, where it is found at eleva- 
tions of about 900 metres. It first came into 
cultivation in Europe in the 1860s and flow- 
ered in 1861. Dr. John Lindley named the 
plant in honour of Sir Hugh Low in whose 
nursery it first flowered. Sir Hugh Low has 
the great distinction of being the first 
European to climb Mount Kinabalu, from 
where the type specimen of Dendrobium 
lowii was gathered. Other plants named 
after him include the multifloral slipper 
orchid Paphiopedilum lowii and the bizarre 
pitcher plant Nepenthes lowiti. 

The plants have pseudobulbs which 
reach a length of about 50 cm and they are 
covered with short black hairs. The leaves 
are near the top of the plant and are persis- 
tent. Flowers appear on the older pseudob- 
ulbs and each inflorescence can bear up to 
4 flowers about 5cm in diameter. The 
blooms are long-lasting, often remaining 
in fine condition for eight weeks. 

As [have said earlier I don’t know if this 
plant is in cultivation in Australia, but 
Ravan grows his plant on a tree-fern slab 
in bright light, in a location where there is 
plenty of humidity and air movement. In 
the Philippines this plant flowers twice a 
year. It is certainly in cultivation in the 
USA and hopefully flasks may make their 
way here some time soon. 
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Australian 


ae airel 


Review 


The publishers of the Australian Orchid 
Review are pleased to offer readers popu- 
lar orchid books at special discount prices. 


New titles will be added to the list when 
they become available. 


Just select the book(s) you require and fill 
in the details on the form provided. 


§] SARCOCHILUS ORCHIDS 


OF AUSTRALIA 
Walter T. Upton 


Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia is the first 
book to cover all aspects of species of the 
genus Sarcochilus. Compact plants of great 
floral beauty with ease of culture, they are 
mostly cool to cold growing, requiring limit- 
ed space, and for these reasons are quickly 
becoming the orchid of the future. 


The book gives each individual species a 
| separate entry, with information on its histo- 
| ry, synonyms, distribution, habitat, cultiva- 
ion and hybrids, along with a drawing 
| showing the main parts of the plant and 
flower, plus a colour plate providing an 
easy means of identification. 


Hybridising, including intergenerics, is dealt with in detail - most registered hybrids 
being accompanied by a colour plate. Other chapters include pollination, seed rais- 
ing and cultural information for the home grower. 


This is Walter T. Upton’s third book and is a companion to his very popular 


and informative Dendrobium OURDISCOUNTPRICE $n33,75, 


Orchids of Australia. 
was $395 S RRP (Incl. GST) PS PostAGe ano HavouNs 


119 pages, colour and B&W. 


INTRODUCING 
CATTLEYAS 


Noni J. Mammatt 


Noni Mammatt’s fascination with the 
Cattleya Alliance, their most beautiful 
blooms and extensive range of colour 
combinations, has prompted Noni to 
share the results of her own trials in suc- 
cessfully growing and flowering all types 
of this most beautiful genus under 
shadehouse conditions in the city of Perth 
in Western Australia. She hopes that as a 
result of her writing some new growers, 
as well as the experienced growers of 
other orchid genera, may be encouraged 
to introduce the Cattleya Alliance into 


her collectons OURDISCOUNTPRICE Sx6 


60 


@ (ind.cst) 


was $7315 RRP (Incl. GST) [ts POstice ato haNouNG 


24 pages, B&W. 


Mail Order 
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COOL 
FLOWERING 
ORCHIDS 
THROUGHOUT 


THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


Ross Macdonald is a_ highly 
respected orchid grower and pho- 
tographer from the North Island 
of New Zealand. This volume is 
devoted to cool growing orchid 
genera, which are easy to culfi- 
vate in New Zealand and south- 
ern Australia. Growers in tropical 
areas should not be discouraged, 
as many of these orchids are 
indeed adaptable and will grow 
in a range of climates. Andy 
Easton has written the foreword. 
Ross has devoted the first few 
pages of the book to cultural 
hints, which are down to earth and give practical information on the basics of orchid cul- 
tivation. Basically this is a pictorial book with over 300 full colour photographs, covering 
a similar number of orchid species and hybrids. The quality of both the photographs and 
the colour reproduction is impressive. All of the orchids have been captured using avail- 
able sunlight and there is no flash photography. There is a wide range of orchid genera 
covered with particular emphasis placed on cymbidiums, dendrobiums, laelias, masde- 
vallias, the Odontoglossum alliance and Paphiopedilum. 


COOL FLOWERING 


ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 


ROSS MACDONALD 


The photographs are arranged in four chapters, referring on their main blooming sea- 
son. The use of seasons ensures the text is also applicable to growers in the northern 
hemisphere. This inexpensive book is exceptional value and importantly is written by 
someone who knows and grows these orchids. | thoroughly recommend this book 
to orchid growers, as it will be of great value to both novice and experienced 


ee OURDCOUNTPRCE $425.20 


@ (ind.cst) 
PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


144 pp. 242mm x 
168mm Softcover. 


MORE 
FLOWERING 
ORCHIDS 
THROUGHOUT 


THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


This is the sister volume to Cool 
Flowering Orchids throughout 
the Year. It is in the same format 
and style as the previous book, 
but also includes some genera 
that would require artificial heat- 
ing in cooler climates. This vol- 
ume covers a further 314 orchid 
species and hybrids with 344 
colour plates. Both texts are 
highly recommend to all orchid 
fanciers; particularly newcomers 
who wish to see an array of 
delightful flowers that they could 
grow. 


MORE FLOWERING 


ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 


ROSS MACDONALD 


22mm x r6amm —_OURDISCOUNT PRICE $125.20, 


PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


/ GROWING ORCHIDS 


1 IN YOUR GARDEN 
by Robert Friend 


Just about wherever you live in the world, 
you can grow orchids in your garden. In 
this exciting book, Robert Friend shows 
gardeners how to introduce orchids into 
"the garden by attaching them to trees, 
fixing them to rocks and walls, or plant- 
| ing them directly into garden beds. 


_ Growing Orchids 
IN YOUR GARDEN 


He has traveled the world from Florida to 

the cool forests of North America, to the 

} tropics of the Pacific Rim and to his ori- 

| gins in Australasia, searching for new 

| ideas and new ways to cultivate these 
striking plants. 


The author details more ‘fan 500 cael choices for every garden situation and sup- 
plies practical cultivation information in thorough charts and tables. 


GrevinonCichideni nk our Gard OUR DISCOUNT PRICE DISC OUNT PRICE $143.95 than 


offers an array of dramatic ace 
for every reader. 
was was $49.95 RRP (Incl. GST) RRP (Incl. GST) 5 POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


220 pages in colour. 


WHAT ORCHID IS 


THAT? 
Edited by Alec Pridgeon 


The orchid is one of the most passionately 
cultivated flowers world-wide, and for cen- 
turies it has been a symbol for the exotic and 
mysterious in the human imagination. As 
the brilliant photographs in this book show, 
the shapes, hues and textures of many of 
these extraordinary flowers continue to pro- 
duce a shock of wonder in the viewer. 


What 


Orchid 


Is. Tha bi ? 


This book will delight everyone, from the 
gardener with a casual interest in orchids, to 
the confirmed enthusiast. It takes in a wide 
spectrum of orchid. genera and more than 
1100 species common in cultivation, pre- 
sented by an international team of experts. 


The first section, by the General Editor, Alec Pridgeon, introduces orchid habitat, dis- 


tribution, names and classification, hybrids, pollination, how to grow orchids and con- 
trol pests and diseases, and orchid conservation. 


“OVER 1100 SPECIES ILLUSTRATED AND IDENTIFIED 
QOUTED BY 
ALEC PRIDGEON 


The alphabetical section, “Orchids A-Z”, includes descriptions, names and synonyms, 
geographic distribution, notes on culture, and photographs drawn from collections 
around the world, showing the best-known species in cultivation. 


Whether you are buying, growing or 


wooing this is the ultimate guide QUR DISCOUNT PRICE DISCOUNT PRICE $145.25, 


304 pages, colour. was was $54.95 RRP (Incl. GST) RRP (Incl. GST) "US Posse a towns 


Subscribe now to the 


Australian 
Orchid Review 


Australia’s premier orchid 
magazine covering all genera 


For six, twelve or eighteen issues of 
Australian Orchid Review, fill in the form opposite 
and post in now together with your payment. 


LYCASTE ORCHIDS - 
Cultivation and 
Hybridisation 

A.FW. Alcorn 


Lycaste orchids are easy to grow, and they 
produce flowers that range from the beauti- 
ful to the bizarre. No book previously has 
provided detailed cultural requirements of 
the Lycaste, and this book should fill that 
gap, and encourage new growers to take up 
the cultivation of this beautiful genus. A sec- 
tion on hybridising contains valuable infor- 
mation on inheritance and genetics that will 
benefit any hybridiser, not just the grower of 
Lycastes, as well as helpful hints on how to 
avoid pitfalls in your hybridising program. 
Michael Hallett, a friend of Fred Alcorn for a 
number of years, co-wrote this book with Fred and has completed it posthumously. 
He has a background in genetics, 


esearch ond oan ond son UR DSCOUNTRICE Su 15.02, 


for plants, especially orchids. 
237 pages, colour and B&W. “YS was $28.55 RRP (Incl. GST) RRP (Incl. GST) MS PSUG NDING 


I Yoreky (1 


OyRe aks 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 


A. FE. W. Alcorn - 


GROWING 
PHALAENOPSIS 
AT HOME 


James Neal 


This book is essential reading and reference 
for any person who grows, or is intending to 
grow, Phalaenopsis. 


Jim, in a simple and easily understood style, 
explains and elaborates on light conditions, | 
watering, temperatures, fertilisers, pests and 
diseases. 


Explanations of the way Phalaenopsis are 
named and the implications of growing 
seedlings, illustrate some of the more diffi- 
cult ideas for the layman to understand. 


The colour photography illustrates beautiful- 
ly the topics under discussion and the orchid 
names are supplied, where necessary, as a caption. 


* The illustrations drawn by Jim’s son Jamie are pertinent and succinct and make the 


subject more easily understood. 


56 pages, colour and B&W. 


OURDISCOUNTPRICE Sy 12.80, 


was 913275 RRP (Ind. GST) RRP (Incl, GST) Posts ao Hanouns 


THE WORLD 


OF ORCHIDS - 2 


The World of Orchids - 2 has been written by 
members and friends of the North Shore 
Orchid Society about orchids grown in Sydney 
and its environs, and we are indebted to those 
people for their time and effort. 


The worl ld of. 


It has been produced to cover a large range of 
genera to help not only the novice, but also the 
experienced grower in their present fields of 
interest, and to tempt and encourage them to 
try other genera. 


It should be pointed out that the methods of cul- 
ture used by the authors are those which they 
themselves have found successful. Growers 
should try any changes to their own culture 
gradually and on a few plants first, as 


orcnics Ferpone differently under differ- OUR DISCOUNT PRICE OURDISCOUNTPRICE S 49,50 oe 


80 pages, colour and B&W. was $11.90 RRP (Indl. GST) RRP (Incl. GST) "US Fostice ao havoune 


Australian 


PRN OIE -—-—=-—-n--nn-nn enn enne een enneece ence ecc ence ccenecececenceceecceecneeatenteneanenannaneateaneneenastantnetaetc ence ceecaeeeee eaten seas eO eae 
Recommended Our Plus Grand 
; Postage Retail Price Discount Postage Total Number of Total 
Renae Item & Title Zone (RRP) Price & Handling Price Copies 


1. Sarcochilus Orchids = A$39.95 A$33.75+ A$5.00 =A$38.75 
of Australia (Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$29.10 

e 
Mail Order 2 Miroducing cattieyas = AS7.15 A$6.60+ As3.00 | — =A$9.60 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$7.20 
book s fO XP - 5, coolriowering orchids A$25.30+ A$5.00 |  =A$30.30 
Throughout the Year (Incl. GST) = US$22.75 
4. More Flonering Orchid ses.g0+ | ass.co | 4530.30 
Throughout the Year (Incl. GST) = US$22.75 


FE temporary oot 
Postage Zones 5. Growing Orchids in Your Garden [a =A$52.95 


{ Temporarily out of print = US$39.70 ee 
A Australia, New Zealand ; : 
and Oceania 6. What Orchid Is That? Ee aly Poane ee ee 
(Quoted A$ Dollars) 
ewe ee ce 
R_ Rest of World Cultivation and Hybridisation (Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$20.00 


(Quoted US$ Dollars) 8. Growing Phalaenopsis at Home = A$13.75 A$12.80+ A$3.00 =A$15.80 

- (Incl. GST) (incl. GST) = US$11.85 

L] Please indicate ¥ 9. The World of Orchids - 2 = A$11.90 A$9.50+ A$3.00 =A$12.50 
if this is a gift (Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$9.35 


TOTAL ORDER $ 
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Review 


For six, twelve or eighteen issues of 
Australian Orchid Review, fill in the form 
below and post in now together with 
your payment. 


Please tick 1 Renewal ( New © Address Change 
Send to Australian Orchid Review, Dalton House Pty Limited, GPO Box 5481, Sydney, NSW 2001 Australia 
Phone: 0433 422 792 Fax: (02) 9221 4242 Email: aor@daltonhouse.com.au 
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scriptions may be telephoned to 0433 422 792. 


C) Please indicate / if this is a gift subscription and we will include, at no extra cost, a special card bear- 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


Australian Natives 


In the early morning sunlight there is the 
overpowering sweet scent of Dendrobium fal- 
corostrum mixed with the musky D. speciosum. 
Add a trace of the sweet vanilla of D. 
tetragonum and you know it is the main flower- 
ing time for native orchids. While all are not as 
wonderfully scented as these there is an unmis- 
takable odour to a collection at this time of year. 
The range of flowers is pretty impressive too. 

This is the main time for shows, so go out and 
see the newest seedlings in bloom. Have a look 
at the massive specimen plants. And grab a few 
bargains at the sales table. Don’t forget though 
that you will have to supply water and growing 
space so don’t get too carried away. Flasks of 
seedlings are a good way to get some of the 
newest breeding at a reasonable price. 

If you are going to display your plants, be 
sure that the racemes are not tangled but dis- 
playing the individual flowers as best they can. 
It is a bit late to untangle them once the flowers 
open. Make a list of the plants you are benching. 
Note what section they are going in so they can 
be benched quickly and, more importantly, col- 
lected quickly when the show is over. Soak 
plants well before taking them to the show, but 
be sure they are well drained. Larger plants will 
cope without water for a couple of days in the 
average hall, but smaller ones will probably 
need water or they will take a couple of seasons 
to recover. Air conditioned shopping centres 
will also dehydrate plants. At least they will 
have other growers’ plants to help maintain 


ORCHID SPECIAL 
A&B FERTILISERS 


Food for all Orchid 

Species 

Crystalline — fully water 
soluble — especially 
manufactured for better 
orchids. Rich in 8 essential 
mineral trace elements. 


ORCHID SPECIAL A (Yellow 
Compound) 11.13.16 


Applied at initiation of flower spikes and continued 

through to the end of flowering. The high phosphorus 

and potassium and the low nitrogen content stimulates 
flowering and ensures a better bloom. 


ORCHID SPECIAL B (Blue 
Compound) 30.4.8 


For established plants, applied at completion of 

flowering through to initiation of flower spikes. Young 

and developing orchids should be fed regularly the 

whole year. The high nitrogen stimulates plant growth 

and plant vigour. Packed in 500g and 3kg units. Periodic 

feeding 15g in 5 litres of water. Regular 
feeding 2g in 5 litres of water. 


Campbell Orchid Special A&B 
Fertilisers “just for good orchids” 


For the name of your local supplier contact: 


NSW: Products of Excellence (02) 9417 0277, Beresford 
Park Nursery Supplies (02) 4966 5477, Frank Slattery 
Orchids (02) 9150 7985. ACT: C.I.C. Supplies (02) 6241 
7477. VIC: Fertool Distributors (03) 9796 4433. QLD: 
Burnell Agencies (07) 3394 2211, J.C. & A.T. Searle (07) 
5497 2022. WA: Nurserymens Supplies 
(08) 9353 2536. SA: Munns Lawn Co. P/L (08) 8277 8000. 
NT: Tropigro (08) 8984 3200. 


A product of 
COLIN CAMPBELL (CHEMICALS) PTY. LTD. 
5 Blackfriar Place, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164 


Telephone (02) 9725 2544 _— Fax: (02) 9604 7768 
P.O. Box 6789, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164. 


humidity. Pests are easily passed around so be 
sure your plants are clean before benching them. 

Go through your collection looking to cull 
natives that aren’t up to scratch. Has the plant 
produced poor blooms for a couple of years? Is 
it weak and sickly and slow to grow? If these are 
hybrids or selectively bred species they are 
probably not worth the effort of supplying water 
or the bench space. Plant them in the garden if 
you must or bin them. Don’t pass them on to 
unsuspecting newcomers. 

When the blooms fade it is time to get started 
on the repotting and general plant care before 
the new growths get started. Leave the stems 
from the flowers until they are dead and dry. 
Plants put a lot of resources into them and will 
reclaim this. Remove the flowers as they finish 
because they can host fungi. 

Check to see if a plant needs to be repotted or 
just cleaned up. Is there room for another sea- 
son’s growth or are the pseudobulbs already dis- 
torting the pot? Is the media still lumpy allow- 
ing adequate air flow around the roots. Look 
carefully at any plants in media you haven’t 
used before to see how it is going. Tip plants out 
and have a look at the roots. They should be 
strong and healthy and have filled the pot if they 
were given enough time last growing season. 
Just give the pot a squeeze to loosen the plants 
and support it with your hand. You might need 
to add a little extra media when it is returned to 
the pot. If there are dead and soggy roots you 
will need to look at the drainage of the media by 
adding larger material that 
doesn’t break down quickly or hold excess 


“Let your orchids 


water. Any natives growing in poorly draining 
media will need to be repotted. If the mix is dry 
and the roots papery, add finer material, but 
check the plant is getting enough water first. 

Be sure to take precautions against spreading 
viruses and diseases by leaving sickly plants 
until last in the day. Wash hands (try gloves) 
between plants and sterilise tools regularly. Any 
pots being reused should be thoroughly washed 
and sterilised with bleach or something with 
antiviral properties. Any plants known to be 
infected with a virus should be disposed of in 
the garbage. They are too much of a risk with 
aphids and other munching pests to spread dis- 
eases. Not worth the effort of isolating them. 

When repotting native orchids that have a lot 
of dead roots you can afford to be a bit ruthless, 
particularly this early in the growing season. 
Tear away any dead growths and their roots. 
Don’t just move the lot along to the next pot or 
the dead roots will begin to break down and rot. 
Certainly don’t remove the pseudobulbs and 
leave the roots to harbour pests. After you have 
trimmed away unnecessary roots give the plant 
a good wash. A blast with a strong jet of water 
from a hose was always the best way to do this, 
but in light of water conservation maybe a 
bucket of water with some dilute fertiliser, and 
give the plant a good shake. You can also try a 
sharp tool, either a thin metal spike or even a 
sharpened chopstick, to comb out the roots so 
you can get a good look at what is there. Don’t 
hesitate to shorten really long roots rather than 
twist them back up in the pot. The new growths 
will produce new roots as they mature. 


ORCHID HOUSE 


Aussie Shade & Hot Houses can offer you the 
ultimate in plant protection all year round. 
Designed and manufactured in Australia with high 
quality materials, our modular range offers the 
perfect environment for your growing needs. 


Contact in all states © 


1300 881143 


www.aussieshadehouses.com.au 
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This is also the best time to remount any 
plants as they will grow new roots to attach to 
the mount later. Consider the material you use 
as mounted plants are the quickest to dry out and 
need extra care. However, there are many native 
orchids that simply will not survive in a pot. 

It would be nice to think everyone has the 
time to read this due to rain keeping them 
indoors — but outside there are flowers to enjoy 
and work to do. ao 


Cattleyas 


During winter there is very little to be done 
for Cattleyas and allied genera. By now most 
Cattleyas are in a dormant stage. Some of the 
winter flowering clones are in flower while 
some have dormant eyes ready to go when the 
weather warms and the days get longer. 

If plants are in a heated house try to keep the 
minimum night temperature of around ten 
degrees C. Watch humidity. When houses are 
heated the humidity drops. Keep air moving in 
cool houses to try and prevent flower spotting 
(botrytis spp.) Plants grown up north should not 
have the same problems as growers in the south. 

Very important, watch your watering. In a 
heated house you will have to water more often. 
Only water when plants are actually dry. 

No need to fertilise at the moment. DON’T 
DIVIDE, no active growth — roots etc. Wait till 
spring. 

Inspect plants carefully for scale infestation. 
See if you can scrape the scale off the bulbs with 


| conditions? 


a small nail brush. Check under leaves. You can 
then spray with PEST OIL®, ECO OIL® or 
maybe you could try ROGOR 40® or 
MALATHION®. There are other products 
around but they are only recommended for use 
by commercial growers with a PEST CHEM or 
equivalent certificate. | 


Cymbidiums 

Spikes, spikes every where! This is certainly 
a better season in the Sydney area compared to 
last year! Keep plants staked up nice and 
straight. Don’t place plants too close together. 
They need air. If too close, you could be pro- 
viding a home for two spotted mites. Place a few 
snail pellets in every pot. Water weekly. Only in 
the morning on sunny days. 

Watch for aphids on the buds. If present spray 
with CONFIDOR®. Once the flowers have been 
out for a couple of weeks, cut off and place in a 
vase. Then move plants onto bench. Good 
plants that do not need repotting, and another for 
plants needing attention. That is repotting and or 
dividing. 

Get your compost ready. A mix that some 
commercial growers use is 5 parts medium pine 
bark, 4 parts medium coir (ORCHID MATE) 1 
part river sand and 1| part Diamatite. Dampen 
down. Check pH after three or four weeks. 
Should be around pH 5.5 to pH 6.0. If too low 
apply a dolomite, lime mixture, i.e. dolomite 2 
parts and 1 part lime by weight. Check pH each 
week. 


ae does weather 


Heth *\Simplicity Portability © Modular (can be lengthened to meet 
a syour’ ineeds) @ No Maintenance ¢ Strong © Economical 


151 Railway Parade, Thorneside, Brisbane Qld 4158 


a Ph. 07 3207 2793 


Fax 07 3822 2307 


New Zealand agents: Roger & Isabel Clotworthy, 223 Range Road, Papamoa, NZ 


Ph (07) 575 0600 
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Mobile (025) 271 2777 


By the time you read these notes you should 
have start to repot your plants. Water well after 
dividing and drench with AUXINONE® to get 
the roots moving or mix some SUPER 
THRIVE® in with your favourite fertiliser such 
as MERRI FERT or PETERS GENERAL PUR- 
POSE. | 


Paphiopedilum 

Routine culture during late winter is much 
the same as for the previous few months. Plants 
should be watered only when moderately dry 
and given some weak Aquasol immediately 
after every third or fourth watering. Watch the 
weather — the westerly winds which charac- 
terise this time of year can dry plants out quite 
quickly. Watering is best done during early 
morning. 

Paphiopedilums benefit greatly from annual 
repotting. The slight shock of repotting encour- 
ages the growth of a new crop of roots which 
may otherwise not appear. The best time for 
repotting is from mid-September until late 
November. 

The potting mix should be prepared a few 
weeks before use; this allows the bark to begin 
breaking down — a condition which your paphs. 
will appreciate. 

Whilst paphs. can be grown successfully in a 
variety of materials, I have had best results 
using mixtures based on bark. A very good mix- 
ture consists of the following: 


Pine bark (approx. 5-10mm) ..............0+ 80% 

Charcoal (approx. 5-10mm) ..............0. 20% 

Add to this: 

Sel Grit (granular limestone) or bird grade 
Shelli gti ttertsscessctersactaeraettecraptetrcereiettars 2% 

Hoof & Horn Meal (or, at a pinch, Blood & 
BONG) Betietrnitttititirisiutiitititer st: 1% 


Wet the bark and charcoal with normal 
strength Aquasol, add the other ingredients and 
mix thoroughly. The mixture should be kept 
damp (use water for here on) until ready for use 
and must be used fairly wet. If you cannot store 
the mixture in an area free from earthworms and 
other vermin, it may be better stored in open 
plastic bags, If available, about 10% coarse 
river gravel can be added; the weight of this 
helps prevent the pots from tipping over. 

If you have only a few plants, or all this 
sounds like too much trouble, your local orchid 
nursery may be able to supply a similar mixture. 
When buying potting mixtures always make 
sure they do contain plenty of nitrogenous fer- 
tiliser (have a good sniff) as bark alone contains 
very little that the plants can feed on. 

Squat plastic pots are the most suitable for 
Paphiopedilums, particularly those with domed 
bottoms and plenty of drainage holes — not only 
for drainage but for aeration. A pot should be 
chosen which will comfortably hold the roots. 
The plant should be potted firmly with its base 
about 12mm below the surface. If the plant is 
wobbly, stake it. Do not use Osmocote or the 
like on Paphiopedilums. 

When dividing Paphiopedilums I always try 
to leave two flowered growths plus whatever 
newer growths are ahead of these. The older 
flowered growth can be “back cut” and left in 
the pot during January. 

Newly potted plants are simply placed on the 
bench and watered and fertilised as before. The 
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plants do not need to be widely spaced. 
Incidentally, open benching (say 3 x 1 
Weldmesh) is far preferable and gives much bet- 
ter results than the solid benching once 
favoured. | 


Phalaenopsis 


Most Phalaenopsis are either in spike or are 
in bloom. Keep night temperature at a minimum 
of eighteen degrees C and a day temperature a 
few degrees warmer. Watch humidity as the 
warmer night temperature have a drying effect 
on the plants. 

Water when plants start to dry. Morning 
watering is best. Keep the air moving by the use 
of a fan in the house. Fertilise weekly now that 
your magnesium treatment has _ finished. 
Fertilise weekly with a good g eneral purpose 
fertiliser to keep those spikes moving. 

If you are into mixing your own fertilisers 
you could try the following. This fertiliser is 
suitable for use during winter or dismal cloudy 
weather. Apply weekly. 

0.3866g Calcium nitrate 

0.775g Potassium nitrate 

0.14g M-A-P 

0.5g Magnesium sulphate 

0.095g Ammonium sulphate 

0.01g Librel B-M-X. 

Check the E.C. It should be around 1.6. Try 
on a few plants before using on whole collec- 
tion. This formula will give your plants 
200ppm nitrogen, 35ppm__ phosphorous, 
300ppm potassium, 73.5ppm calcium and 
S5Oppm magnesium. | 


Vandaceous 


Watering:- Water well in the mornings 
every 2 or 3 days. Avoid watering on cold or 
bleak days. Root systems should be kept moist 
and may require misting on dry, windy days par- 
ticularly if hanging on wires only or potted in 
bare baskets or pots. 

Light:- Strap leaf vandas and ascocendas 
need 50% shade. Outside vandas need very lit- 
tle cover at this time of year. 

Fertiliser:- Fertilise once per fortnight dur- 
ing August using a low nitrogen fertiliser. 

Increase to weekly during September, chang- 
ing to a high nitrogen fertiliser and alternating 
over a 4 weekly period:- 


DISTANCE EDUCATION 


OVER.350 TEOURSES! 


HORTICULTURE, HOME VEGETABLEGROWING, fj 
CUT FLOWERS, PLANT BREEDING, TISSUE CULTURE, 
HERBS, PROPAGATION, HYDROPONICS, ROSES, 
PERMACULTURE, LANDSCAPING, FERNS, 


BUSINESS, DIPLOMA IN COUNSELLING, 
FREELANCE fe / MHOMATHERAPY AND MORE! 


Wk. 1. Inorganic high nitrogen — Campbells 
B, Aqua-feed or Aquasol. 

Wk. 2. Foliar/Trace elements — Wuxall. 

Wk. 3. Inorganic high nitrogen — as for week 
1. 

Wk. 4. Organic — Fish emulsion or Nitrosol. 

Pest Control:- Continue to fungicide every 
six weeks. (e.g. Daconil, Mancozeb, Wettable 
Sulphur or Ridomil MZ WP). 

Spray with Diazanon, Malathion or 
Pyrethrum if signs of insect damage or scale. 

Watch for mites and treat as necessary. 


| eWay &=¥-1F-Tale| 
Orchid Society 


Celebrating 
60 years 


As part of the celebrations our 


is also a good miticide. | 


If you use Wettable Sulphur as a fungiside it 


Spring Show and Seminar 
19th to 21st September 


(oss of enn plant tags? 


features 


Fred Clarke from America 
Phil Spence from Australia 


- THEN WE CAN HELP YOU 


- Small Runs of printed tags 
- Great prices 
- Quick Turn-a-round 


@er) aussie plant tags 
on 


Contact David or Pauline Brewster at 
Email: apt@tags.net.au 
Web: www.tags.net.au 
9 The Grove, Tel: (03) 9761 1100 
Boronia, Vic. 3155 Fax: (03) 9761 0892 


Flasks will be available 


Interested in attending ? 


Email your details to 
Leaitym @xtra.co.nz 
to receive regular updates 


AOR 073 


The World’s 
First Orchid 
Moisture Meter . 


We have a new product that we know will _4 
keep your orchids performing to their  ©4/ 
maximum potential. Momet™ can tell if 
you if your plant’s potting media is wet, /7 


approaching dryness, or dry. 


Momet™ is the only electronic 

‘moisture meter’ designed to work 

for orchids in bark, moss, or soil 

based media — also works with Coco chips. y/ 
The Momet™ Moisture Meter sells for only $40.00 plus $8 packing and postage. 


Batteries and easy to use instructions included. 


The Orchid Tray Company 
PO Box 572, Sydney Markets NSW 2129 Ph0416 226520 cm 
Visit our website at www.orchidtrays.com.au eae 
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DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS CONTACT No. 

New South Wales 

1 August 10.00am-6.00pm Winter Manly Warringah OS Dee Why RSL 02 9940 0797 

2 August 9.00am-7.00pm ‘Orchids by the Sea’® Pittwater Road, Dee Why 

3 August 9.00am-4.00pm 

7-10 August Shopping Centre Hours —_ Late Campbelltown & Districts OS Narellan Town Centre 

Winter Late Winter Show Camden Valley Way, Narellan 

8-10 August 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Cymbidium Club of Australia Dural Recreation Centre 
2008 National Orc. Extravaganza 25a Kenthurst Road, Dural Round Corner 

15-16 August 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Sapphire Coast Orchid Club Twyford Hall 02 6492 0510 

17 August 9.00am-1.00pm Winter Show Market Street, Merimbula 

15-16 August 9.00am-4.00pm Winter St Ives Orchid Fair St Ives Showground 02 9452 3203 

17 August 9.00am-3.00pm ‘The Big One’ Mona Vale Road, St Ives 

16 August 10.00am-4.00pm Winter Bellinger Valley OS Uniting Church Hall 
Annual Orchid Show Bellingen 

18-23 August Shopping Centre Hours = Spring Bankstown OS Bass Hill Plaza 02 9796 1038 
Spring Show 

21-24 August Shopping Centre Hours Winter Western Suburbs OS Ashfield Mall Shopping Centre 
Winter Show Ashfield 

26-29 August Shopping Centre Hours Spring Leisure Coast OS Westfield Shopping Centre 02 4261 6720 
Spring Show Warrawong 

29-30 August 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Eurobodalla Orchid Club Sports & Leisure Centre 02 4472 3437 

31 August 9.00am-12.30pm Early Spring Show Blue Water Drive, Narooma 

1-5 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Eastwood & Dist Orchid Circle | Eastwood Shopping Centre 02 9807 4662 
Spring Show Rowe Street, Eastwood 

1-6 September Shopping Centre Hours = Spring Fairfield Dist Orchid Society Fairfield Forum Shopping Centre 02 9724 1067 
Spring Show Cnr Station & Cunninghame Streets, Fairfield 

3-6 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Cumberland Orchid Circle Winston Hills Mall 02 9873 1277 
Spring Show Caroline Chisholm Drive, Winston Hills 

3-6 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Newcastle 0S Stockland Jesmond Shopping Centre 0409 710 750 
Spring Show Blue Gum Road, Jesmond 

4-6 September 7.30am-5.30pm Spring Manning River OS Manning Mall Shopping Centre 02 6551 2512 
Spring Show Manning Street, Taree 

4-5 September 9.00am-4.00pm Spring Nambucca Valley OS Nambucca Heads Entertainment Centre 6567 5191 

6 September 9.00am-3.00pm Spring Orchid Show Ridge Street, Nambucca Heads 

4-6 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Hawkesbury District OS Richmond Market Place 
Spring Show March Street, Richmond 

4-6 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Sutherland Shire OS Swanes Nursery 02 9521 6209 

7 September 9.00am-3.30pm 56th Spring Show 80 Port Hacking Road, Sylvania 

4-7 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Campbelltown & Districts OS Macarthur Square Shopping Centre 
Spring Show Level 3, Gilchrist Drive, Campbelltown 

6 September 9.00am-2.00pm Spring Southern Riviera OS CWA Hall 02 4441 3553 
Spring Show Wason Street, Milton 

6 September 10.00am-4.00pm Spring ANOS Mid North Coast 57 Spooners Avenue 02 6562 7150 

7-8 September 9.00am-4.00pm Den. Speciosum Spectacular Greenhills via Kempsey 

10-12 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Boolaroo OS Belmont Citi Centre 4945 4526 

13 September 9.00am-2.00pm Spring Show Belmont 

11-12 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Coffs Harbour OS Park Beach Plaza 02 6651 4525 

13 September to 3.00pm Spring Show Coffs Harbour 

11-14 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Ballina & District OS Ballina Fair Shopping Centre 02 6686 5334 
Spring Show Cnr Fox & Kerr Streets, Ballina 

12 September 10.00am-5.00pm Spring Byron District OS Mullumbimby Ex-Services Club 02 6680 1600 

13 September 10.00am-4.00pm Annual Show Mullumbimby 

12 September 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Batemans Bay Orc & Foliage The Community Centre 4474 4168 

13 September 9.00am-3.00pm Spring Show Museum Place, Batemans Bay 

13 September 10.00am-3.30pm Spring Panania-East Hills OS Senior Citizens Hall 9771 5474 
Spring Show Anderson Avenue, Panania 

13-14 September 9.00am-4.00pm Spring ANOS Illawarra The Old Courthouse 02 4284 8308 
Spring Show Cliff Road, Wollongong 

13 September 9.00am-4.00pm Spring ANOS Warringah Group Forestville Memorial Hall 9981 2525 

14 September 9.00am-3.00pm Spring Show Starkey Street, Forestville 

13 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Blue Mountains & Penrith Dist | The Melrose Hall 02 4731 4167 

14 September 9.00am-4.00pm Spring Show Cnr Park St & Great Western Hwy, Emu Plains 

18-19 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Sapphire Coast Orchid Club Bega Town Hall 02 6492 0510 
Spring Show Zingel Place, Bega 

18-19 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring City of Lismore OS Lismore Central Shopping Centre 02 6621 6386 

20 September to 3.00pm Spring Show Carrington Street, Lismore 

18-19 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Manly Warringah OS Centro Shopping Centre 02 9940 0797 

20 September 9.00am-3.00pm Spring Show Jacksons Road, Warriewood 

19 September 11.00am-3.00pm Spring Shoalhaven Orchid Society Presbyterian Church Hall 02 44217773 

20 September 9.00am-3.00pm Spring Show Kinghorne Street, Nowra 

19 September 11.00am-4.00pm Spring Woodburn OS Woodburn Memorial Hall 02 6645 4168 

20 September 9.00am-4.00pm Annual Spring Show Pacific Highway, Woodburn 

21 September 9.00am-3.00pm 

20 September 8.00am-4.00pm Spring Grafton District OS South Grafton High School 02 6642 1205 


21 September 
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8.00am-noon 


Grafton Spring Orchid Show 


Tyson Street, South Grafton 
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DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS CONTACT No. 
20-21 September 9.00am-4.00pm Spring Blacktown City OS Centro Shopping Centre 9838 9709 
Winter Show Cnr Prospect Hwy & Federal Road, Seven Hills 
20 September 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Illawarra District Orchid Club Legacy House 02 4274 4753 
21 September 9.00am-4.00pm Spring Show 96 Market Street, Wollongong 
25-26 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Casino & District OS Presbyterian Hall 02 6663 3366 
27 September 9.00am-3.00pm Spring Show Hickey Street, Casino 
27 September 11.00am-5.00pm Spring Wagga Wagga OS Glenfield Neighbourhood Centre 0414 951 106 
28 September 9.00am-4.00pm Annual Spring Show 2008 Tanda Place, Wagga Wagga 
3 October 10.00am-5.00pm Spring Port Macquarie Orc & Brom Soc Auditorium, Panthers Port Macquarie 02 6582 0186 
4-5 October 9.00am-5.00pm Orchids By The Sea Bay Street, Port Macquarie 
9-10 October 8.30am-9.00pm Spring Tweed District OS Tweed City Shopping Centre 02 6677 9071 
11 October 8.30am-3.00pm Spring Show Minjungbal Drive, Tweed Heads South 
10-12 October 9.00am-4.00pm Spring Orchid Society of NSW ‘Sharkies’ Leagues Club 02 9649 2719 
Southern Orchid Spectacular Captain Cook Drive, Cronulla 
11 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Albury-Wodonga & District OS | Mirambeena Centre 02 6023 3379 
12 October 9.00am-4.00pm Inland Championship Orc Show 19 Martha Mews, Lavington 
15-18 October Shopping Centre Hours Spring Central Coast & Lakes OS Lakeside Shopping Centre 
Winter Show The Entrance Road & Dening Street, The Entrance 
18-19 October 9.00am-4.00pm Spring ANOS Illawarra The Old Courthouse 02 4284 8308 
Sarcochilus Show Cliff Road, Wollongong 
23-25 October Shopping Centre Hours Spring Northern Rivers Orc Species Soc Lismore Shopping Square 
NROSS Spring Show Cnr Brewster & Uralba Streets, Lismore 
23-26 October Shopping Centre Hours Spring Western Suburbs OS Rockdale Plaza Shopping Centre 
Spring Show Rockdale 
9 November 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Hastings River OS Bago Vineyards 
‘Festival of Orchids and Jazz’ Milligans Road, Wauchope 
ACT 
4 October 10.00am-5.00pm Spring Orchid Society of Canberra St Johns Church 
5 October 12noon-4.00pm Spring Show Constitution Avenue, Reid, Canberra 
Queensland 
August TBA Winter Proserpine Orchid & Foliage Rotary Garden Expo 07 4945 1643 
Plant Soc — Local Field Day Proserpine 
1-2 August 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Darling Downs Orchid Assoc TBA 07 4659 0780 
3 August 9.00am-2.00pm Combined Orchid Show 
2 August 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Maroochydore OS Millwell Road Community Hall 07 5479 0562 
3 August 9.00am-3.00pm Annual Show Millwell Road East, Maroochydore 
22-24 August 9.00am-4.00pm Spring Queensland Orchid Society The Auditorium 07 3800 3213 
Spring Show Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha 
23 August 9.00am-5.00pm Spring ANOS (Qld) Kabi Group The Lions Hall 07 3289 1953 
24 August 8.30am-2.00pm 6th A’asian Native Orchid Show _Lawnton Showgrounds, Gympie Road, Lawnton 
28-30 August Shopping Centre Hours Winter Pine Rivers OS Deception Bay Shopping Centre 07 5428 7972 
Winter Show Deception Bay Road, Deception Bay 
29-31 August 9.00am-9.00pm Winter The Gold Coast 0S Parklands Showgrounds 07 5525 1668 
Spring Show Southport, Gold Coast 
30 August 8.30am-4.00pm Winter Logan & District OS Logan Central Community Centre 07 3345 6143 
31 August 8.30am-3.00pm LADOS Annual Winter Show Cnr Jacaranda Ave & Wembly Road, Woodridge 
30 August 8.30am-4.00pm Spring North Brisbane OS The Auditorium 07 3355 1281 
31 August 9.00am-4.00pm 2008 Annual Spring Show Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha 
5 September 8.30am-5.00pm Spring Childers & Isis District OS Childers Cultural Centre 07 4126 7250 
6 September 8.30am-2.30pm Spring Show Churchill Street, Childers 
5 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Nambour 0S Nambour Uniting Church Hall 07 5441 7201 
6 September 9.00am-2.30pm Spring Show 387 Coronation Avenue, Nambour 
12 September 8.30am-5.00pm Autumn __ Noosa District Orc & Foliage Soc RSL Hall 07 5471 7545 
13 September 8.30am-4.00pm NDOFS Show Cooroy 
13 September 8.30am-4.00pm Spring Ipswich OS State Primary School Hall 07 3201 8307 
14 September 8.30am-2.00pm Autumn Show Brisbane Road, Bundamba 
13 September 9.00am-4.00pm Spring West Brisbane OS Brisbane Botanic Gardens 07 3376 1883 
14 September 9.00am-3.30pm Spring Orchid Spectacular 2008 Mt Coot-tha Road, Toowong 07 3366 6899 
18-19 September 8.00am-9.00pm Spring Sunshine Coast OS Caloundra _ Pelican Waters Shopping Centre 07 5491 5654 
20 September 8.00am-3.00pm Pelican Waters Orchid Show Pelican Waters 
18-19 September 8.30am-4.30pm Spring Maryborough OS St Pauls Memorial Hall 07 4121 5811 
20 September 8.30am-1.00pm Spring Show Cnr Adelaide & Ellena Streets, Maryborough 0408 747 786 
18-19 September 9.00am-9.00pm Spring North Queensland OS Cairns Raintrees Shopping Centre 07 4053 1334 
20 September 9.00am-1.00pm Spring Show Manunda 
18-23 September 9.00am-4.30pm Spring Native Orc Soc of Toowoomba _— Military Museum Complex 07 4635 2274 
Annual Spring Show Cnr Anzac Ave & O’Quinn Streets, Toowoomba 
19-24 September 8.30am-5.00pm Spring Toowoomba OS St Pauls Lutheran Church Hall 07 4635 3620 
Spring Show Cnr James & Phillip Streets, Toowoomba 
20 September 8.30am-4.30pm Spring Eastern District OS Wondall Heights State School Assembly Hall 07 3286 4910 
21 September 8.30am-3.00pm Autumn Show Wondall Road, Manly West - 
20-26 September  8.30am-5.00pm Spring Darling Downs Orchid Assoc ~—Centenary Heights State High School 07 4659 0780 
27 September 8.30am-12.00noon Spring Show Cnr South & Ramsay Streets, Toowoomba 
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DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS CONTACT No. 
26 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Glasshouse Country OS Community Hall 07 5494 2301 
27 September 9.00am-2.30pm 31st Annual Spring Show Peachester Road, Beerwah 
27 September 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Beaudesert Dist O & Foliage Soc Canungra Hall 07 5543 2108 
27 September 9.00am-2.00pm Spring Orchid & Foliage Show _— Pine Street, Canungra 
4 October 8.30am-4.00pm Spring Redlands Orchid Society Donald Simpson Leisure Centre 07 3207 8082 
Spring Charity Show Bloomfield Street, Cleveland 
9-11 October Shopping Centre Hours Spring The Gold Coast OS Pines Shopping Centre 07 5525 1668 
Spring Display Elanora, Gold Coast 
10-11 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Townsville OS Townsville Orchid Society Hall 07 4773 4208 
12 October 9.00am-4.00pm Spring Show Joe Kirwan Park, Charles Street, Kirwan 
11 October 8.30am-5.00pm Spring Hervey Bay OS Great Hall, Hervey Bay High School i 
12 October 8.30am-1.00pm 25th Anniversary Extravaganza Cnr Beach & Old Maryborough Roads, Pialba 
11-12 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Bribie Island OS Bribie Island State High School 07 3410 1919 
Spring Orchid Show First Avenue, Bribie Island 
16-18 October Shopping Centre Hours Spring Pine Rivers OS Pick-n-Pay Aspley 07 5428 7972 
Spring Show Gympie Road, Aspley 
25 October 9.00am-5.30pm Spring Native Orc Soc of Toowoomba _— Walsh’s Garden Centre 07 4635 2274 
26 October 9.00am-3.00pm Sarcochilus Festival 881 Ruthven Street, Toowoomba 
30-31 October Shopping Centre Hours Spring Mackay & District OS Mount Pleasant/Greenfield Shopping Centre 07 4943 0150 
1 November Spring Show Mackay 
Victoria 
3-9 August Shopping Centre Hours Winter Bayside OC Centro Cranbourne Shopping Centre 03 5978 6045 
Winter Show High Street, Cranbourne 
15-17 August 9.00am-5.00pm OSCOV Show Collectors’ Corner/Gardenworld 
Springvale Road, Keysborough 
29-31 August Shopping Centre Hours Winter Gippsland OC Mid Valley Shopping Plaza 03 5122 1034 
Winter Show Princes Highway, Morwell 
30-31 August 9.00am-4.30pm Spring Victorian Orchid Club Red Cross Centre 03 9478 9764 
Spring Show Gate 8 Waterdale Road, Heidelberg 
1-7 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Bayside Orchid Society Centro Brandon Park Shopping Centre 03 5978 6045 
Spring Show Cnr Springvale & Ferntree Gully Roads, Wheelers Hill 
5 September 9.30am-4.00pm Spring South Gippsland Orchid Club Town Hall 
6 September 9.30am-3.30pm Spring Show Baillieu Street, Wonthaggi 
6 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Murray Valley Orchid Club Scout Hall 
7 September 10.00am-5.00pm Spring Show Welsford Street, Shepparton 
6 September 9.30am-4.30pm Spring Sale & District Orchid Club Cathedral Hall 03 5144 3302 
7 September 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Show Cnr Pearson & Macalister Streets, Sale 
7-13 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Bayside OC TBA 03 5978 6045 
Spring Show 
13-14 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Maribyrnong OS Maribyrnong Community Centre 
Spring Show Randall Street, Maribyrnong 
13-14 September 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Southern Suburbs OS Senior Citizens Hall 
Spring Show Cnr Exley Drive & Nepean Highway, Moorabbin 
13-14 September Centre Hours Spring Cymbid Orc Soc of Victoria Performing Arts Centre 
Spring Show Town Hall, Main Street, Ararat 
20-21 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Bairnsdale District Orc Group Lucknow Memorial Hall 03 5155 2487 
9.00am-4.00pm Spring Show Lucknow, Omeo Highway, Bairnsdale 
20-21 September  10.00am-4.00pm Spring Mid Murray Orchid Club Memorial Hall 03 5452 0290 
10.00am-3.30pm Spring Show Nolan Street, Kerang 
20-21 September 9.00am-4.00pm Spring West Gippsland Orchid Club Anglican Church Hall 03 5625 2170 
Spring Show Princes Way, Drouin 
20-21 September 9.00am-4.00pm Spring NE Melbourne OS Bulleen Heights School 
10.00am-4.00pm Spring Show Pleasant Road, Bulleen 
20-21 September 9.00am-4.00pm Spring Melbourne Western OS Racecourse 
Spring Show Bulban Road,Werribee 
20-21 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring St Arnaud OS RSL Hall 
10.00am-4.00pm Spring Show Raglan Street, St Arnaud 
20-21 September 9.00am-4.30pm Spring Goulburn Valley OC Senior Citizens Club Rooms 
9.00am-4.00pm Spring Show Welsford Street, Shepparton 
26-28 September 9.30am-4.30pm Spring Stawell OS Entertainment Centre 
9.30am-4.00pm Spring Show Main Street, Stawell 
27-28 September 9.00am-4.00pm Spring Berwick OC Senior Citizens Hall 
Spring Show 12 High Street, Berwick 
27-28 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Maroondah OS Blackburn High School Hall 03 9874 3041 
9.00am-4.00pm Spring Show Williams Road, Blackburn 
27-28 September 9.00am-4.00pm Spring ANOS, Vic. Group Mount Waverley Community Hall 
Spring Show 47 Miller Crescent, Mount Waverley 
3-5 October Shopping Centre Hours Spring Gippsland OC Mid Valley Shopping Plaza 5122 1034 
Spring Show Princes Highway, Morwell 
3 October 1.00pm-5.00pm Spring Bendigo Orchid Club YMCA Kangaroo Flat Leisure Centre 03 5446 1026 
4 October 10.00am-5.00pm Annual Spring Show Browning Street, Kangaroo Flat 
5 October 10.00am-4.00pm 
4-5 October 10.00am-4.00pm Winter Geelong Orc & Indoor Plant Club Christ Church Hall 03 5250 2503 
Aussie Back Yard Cnr Moorabool & McKillop Streets, Geelong 
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4 October 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Horsham & District OS Town Hall 

5 October 9.00am-4.00pm Wilson Street, Horsham 

4 October 10.00am-4.00pm Winter Warrnambool District OS Warrnambool College Hall 

5 October 10.00am-3.00pm Grafton Road, Warrnambool 

4 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Ringwood OS Maroondah College Hall 

5 October 9.00am-4.00pm Brentnall Road, Croydon 

4 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Melbourne Eastern OS Burwood Heights Uniting Church Comm Hall 03 9807 6206 

5 October 12noon-4.30pmpm MEOS World of Orchids Cnr Burwood Highway & Blackburn Road 

Burwood East 

11 October 9.00am-4.30pm Spring Warringal OS St Sava Community Centre 03 9465 3305 

12 October 9.30am-4.30pm Spring Show 212 Diamond Creek Road, Greensborough 

11-12 October 10.30am-4.00pm Spring Colac Orchid Club Colac High School Assembly Hall 
Spring Show Murray Street, Colac West 

12-18 October Shopping Centre Hours Spring Mornington Peninsular OS Gateway Shopping Complex 
Spring Show Cranbourne & Frankston Roads, Langwarrin 

17 October 1.00pm-4.00pm Spring Ballarat OS SMB Horticultural Centre 

18-19 October 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Show Cnr Gillies & Gregory Streets, Ballarat 

18 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Yarra Valley OS Seville Public Hall 03 9725 7513 

19 October 10.00am-4.00pm 24th Annual Orchid Festival Warburton Highway, Seville 

18 October 9.30am-4.30pm Spring Cobden & District OS Cobden Civic Hall 03 5595 1527 

19 October 9.30am-4.00pm Spring Show Victoria Street, Cobden 

25 October 10.00am-5.00pm Spring Ararat Orchid Club Arts Activity Centre, Town Hall 

26 October 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Show Main Street, Ararat 

1-2 November 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Mornington Peninsular OS Brotherhood of St Lawrence 

High Street, Frankston 

4-2 November 10.00am-4.00pm Spring ANOS Geelong Group Masonic Centre 03 5278 3919 
Annual Show Regent Street, Belmont, Geelong 

1-2 November 10.00am-4.00pm Summer Bayside Orchid Society Chisolm TAFE 03 5978 6045 
Summer Show Berwick & Cranbourne Roads, Cranbourne 

1-3 November 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Stawell OS Halls Gap Hall 

4 November 9.00am-3.30pm Spring Show Main Street, Halls Gap 

8-9 November 9.00am-5.00pm Maribyrnong OS | Maribyrnong Community Centre 
Sarc Festival of Victoria Randall Street, Maribyrnong 

8 November 10.00am-5.00pm Spring Yarra Valley OS B&T Ferns and Orchids 03 9725 7513 

9 November 10.00am-4.00pm Sarcochilus Show 38 Wiseman Road, Silvan 

South Australia 

10-16 August Shopping Centre Hours Winter SA Orchidaceous Society Parabanks Shopping Centre 08 8356 9523 
Winter Show Parabanks 

23 August 9.00am-5.00pm Autumn — Cymbidium Orchid Club of SA Noarlunga Leisure Centre 08 8294 5562 

24 August 9.00am-4.00pm National Cymbidium Show David Witton Drive, Noarlunga Centre 

29-31 August 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Port Pirie & Dist Orchid Club Pirie United Pensioners Hall 08 8636 2100 
Autumn Show Cnr Gertrude & David Streets, Port Pirie 

30 August 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Riverland Orchid Soc Berri Town Hall 08 8588 2722 

31 August 9.00am-4.00pm Riverland Orchid Spectacular Berri 

31 August 11.00am-5.00pm Spring Cymbidium Orchid Club of SA Westfield West Lakes 08 8294 5562 

1-3 September 9.00am-5.30pm Spring Show 101 Lakes Boulevard, West Lakes 

4 September 9.00am-9.00pm 

5-6 September 9.00am-5.30pm 

17-21 September 10am-4.00pm Spring Port Lincoln Orchid Club Port Lincoln Orchid Club Inc 08 8682 8237 
Spring Show Mark Street, Port Lincoln 

19 September 12noon-5.00pm Spring Murray Bridge & Districts OC Town Hall 08 8532 5607 

20-21 September —_10.00am-4.00pm 23rd Spring Orchid Show Bridge Street, Murray Bridge 

21-27 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Gawler Districts Orchid Club Centro Hollywood Shopping Centre 08 8255 7348 
Spring Show Cnr Winsor & Spains Roads, Salisbury Downs 

21-27 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring SA Orchidaceous Society Burnside Village Shopping Centre 08 8356 9523 
Spring Show Burnside 

22-26 September 8.00an-5.30pm Spring Mt Gambier & District OS Banner Hardware 

27 September 8.00am-12noon Spring Show Cnr Bay Road and Sturt Street, Mt Gambier 

26 September 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Port Augusta Orchid Club Garden Club Hall 08 8643 6016 

27 September 10.00am-2.00pm Spring Show Elizabeth Terrace, Port Augusta 

Tasmania 

3-5 October 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Launceston OS Glenara Lakes Hall 03 6343 0804 
2008 Spring Show Youngtown 

3 October 2.00pm-5.30pm Spring Devonport Orchid Society Maidston Park Memorial Hall 03 6428 3226 

4 October 9.00am-5.30pm Spring Show Spreyton 

5 October 9.00am-4.30pm 

10 October 2.00pm-5.00pm Spring Burnie Orchid Society Braddon Hall 03 6435 2708 

11 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Show Burnie Civic Centre, Burnie 

12 October 9.00am-4.00pm 

Western Australia 

21-23 August Shopping Centre Hours Spring Wanneroo OS Joondalup Shopping Centre 08 9405 8759 
Joondalup Show Joondalup 
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30-31 August 


11-13 September 


13 September 
14 September 


TIME 
9.00am-5.00pm 


Shopping Centre Hours 


10.00am-4.00pm 
10.00am-3.00pm 


New Zealand 


16 August 


22-24 August 


9.00am-4.00pm 


9.00am-4.00pm 


23-24 August 


30-31 August 


19-20 September 
21 September 


10.00am-4.00pm 


10.00am-4.00pm 


10.00am-5.00pm 
10.00am-4.00pm 


20-21 September 
26-27 September 


27-28 September 


10.00am-4.00pm 


12.30pm-5.00pm 
10.00am-3.00pm 


9.00pm-4.00pm 


4 October 
5 October 


5 October 
6 October 


11-12 October 


1 November 


10.00am-5.00pm 
10.00am-4.00pm 


10.00am-4.30pm 
9.00am-4.00pm 


10.00am-4.00pm 


10.00am-4.00pm 


SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS CONTACT No. 

Spring Cymbidium Orchid Club of WA Cannington Exhibition Centre 
Spring Show Cnr Albany H’way & Station St, Cannington 

Spring Bunbury OS Bunbury Forum Shopping Centre 08 9797 18429 
Spring Show Sanbridge Road, Bunbury 

Spring Augusta & Districts OS Watershed Winery 08 9757 2490 
Annual Show Cnr Darch Rd & Bussell Hwy, Margaret River 

Winter South Auckland Orchid Society Senior Citizens Hall 
Winter Show East Street, Papakura 

Spring Auckland Orchid Club Kelston Community Centre 09 412 2991 
25th Anniversary - Spring Show Great North Road, Glendene 

Spring Levin & Districts OC Levin Memorial Hall 06 362 6698 
Levin Orchid Expo Cnr Queen & Chamberlain Streets, Levin 
25th Anniversary Spring Show 

Spring Taranaki Orchid Society Highlands School 06 7853 3219 
Spring Show Coronation Street, New Plymouth 

Spring New Zealand Orchid Society Mt Albert Memorial Hall +64 9 4119383 
60th Anniversary Spring Show _— New North Road, Mt Albert, Auckland 

Spring Hawkes Bay Orchid Society Taradale Town Hall 06 877 7013 
Spring Show Cnr Lee & Meeanee Roads, Taradale 

Spring Waikato Orchid Society Hamilton Gardens Pavilion 07 849 6092 
Spring Show Cobham Drive, Hamilton 

Spring Manawatu Orchid Society Community Leisure Centre 06 357 7496 
Spring Show 569 Fergusson St, Palmerston North 

Spring Wairarapa Orchid Circle Masterton Town Hall 06 378 2902 
Spring Show Masterton 

Spring Canterbury Orchid Society Canterbury Horticultural Centre 
Spring Show Riccarton Avenue, Christchurch 

Spring Wanganui Orchid Society Memorial Hall 06 344 6080 
Spring Show Queens Park, Wanganui 

Spring Hawkes Bay Orchid Society Taradale Town Hall 06 877 7013 


Sarcochilus Show 


Cnr Lee & Meeanee Roads, Taradale 


2008 Southern 
Orchid Spectacular 


Featuring the Eric Marygold Trophy for the Champion Sarcochilus 


10th & 11th October, 2008 - 9.30am to 4.00pm 
12th October, 2008 - 9.30am to 3.00pm 


“Sharkies” — Cronulla Sutherland Leagues Club 
461 Captain Cook Drive, Woolooware, NSW 


Importers and Growers of Cattleyas, 
Dendrobiums, Oncidiums” 


OPEN DAYS — EVERY SATURDAY 


(Opposite Woolooware Golf Course) 


Admission: $5.00, Buses $4, Children under 15 free 
Plenty of free parking + Orchid Displays & Sales 


Sharks Brasserie + Blue Fin Restaurant + Sharks Café + mini bars 


other times by appointment 
NEW CATALOGUE OUT NOW 


Vendors include: 
Australian Orchid Nursery (Vic) * lan Slade and Phil Spence (NSW) © Cedarvale Orchids (Qld) 
Johnston’s Orchids (SA) ¢ Dark Star Orchids (NSW) © Nicky Zurcher Orchids (SA) 
David Keanelly Orchids (Vic) * Orchid Species Plus (Vic) * Dendi Orchids (NSW) 
The Orchid Tray Company (NSW) ¢ Easy Orchids (NSW) * Tinonee Orchid Nursery (NSW) 
Ezi-Gro Orchids (WA) * Woolf Orchid Culture (Qld) * Fong Ping Orchids (Qld) 


Transport via Courtesy Bus from Woolooware Station 
(Phone 9523 0222 on arrival at station) 


Proudly presented by 
The Orchid Society of New South Wales 
Sutherland Shire Orchid Society and Eastern Suburbs Orchid Society 


12 Rainforest Lane, South West Rocks 
Send SAE for 2008 catalogue 
We accept Visa — Mastercard 
Proprietors: Jan & Mick Coe 
Ph/Fax: 02 6566 6454 
Mobile: 0411 348 311 
Email: smokeyca@bigpond.net.au 


Mail: PO Box 320 
South West Rocks 
NSW 2431 
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Cymbidiums Australia 


PRESENTED BY THE AUSTRALIAN CYMBIDIUM SOCIETY INC. 


Editor’s Report 


| Pee to our comments in the 
previous issue, Keith Harris has sent 
us an article we’re sure you will enjoy. 

Keith brings us a snap shot history of 
the Bryants Orchids nursery since it’s 
inception. While this is clearly a subject 
which could easily fill a whole book, 
Keith has done a great job of highlight- 
ing some of the main points in a long, 
complex and fascinating story. Perhaps 
one day someone will write a book on the 
nursery and people who have made as 
great a contribution to the development of 
large flowered cymbidiums as any other 
nursery anywhere. 

We are a very lucky country, given our 
relatively small population, in that we 
have so many quality breeding nurseries 
and enthusiastic innovative hybridisers in 
Australia. We are lucky to have close to 
two dozen experienced cymbidium 
breeders and nursery persons operating 
across four states, plus many more 
hybridisers producing crosses of all types 
ona smaller scale. When we look at much 
more populous countries where there are 
comparatively few major nurseries left, 
or where they are operating on a much 
reduced scale than previously, or where 
few active hybridizers are operating, such 
as in the UK, USA, or even New Zealand, 
how lucky we are becomes more appar- 
ent. Perhaps we are something of a well 
kept secret, at lest in terms of how we are 
perceived in other countries, (you know 
the old joke, Americans know where we 
are , right next to Germany) but the truth 
is that we have a greater depth of cym- 
bidium development here than just about 


Editors 


anywhere else. Enjoy it. 

Also this issue Noe Smith has given us 
a feature on the Australian cymbidium 
species Cymbidium madidum and _ its 
hybrids. 

Just for fun we have a trip down mem- 
ory lane with some items from orchid 
publications from the dim and distant 
past, some favorite cymbidiums, an old 
judging dilemma and some potting mix 
recipes with exotic ingredients. 

Rob and Noe Smith have provided 
information on over ten years of hybri- 
dising with Cymbidium suave and its 
hybrids, including efforts to breed with 
many of the Dr. Miles Seton hybrids. 
While neither Cym. suave or it’s hybrids 
are easy to breed with, the results docu- 
mented in Rob and Noe’s attempts may 
point to avenues others may want to 
explore, or at least save them many 
wasted crossings. 

David Allen brings us news of the soon 
to be operational Cymbidium Orchid 
Society of Victoria’s web site and just by 
the way, the national bodies web site is on 
the drawing board and David will be turn- 
ing his attention to the Australian 
Cymbidium Society’s web site once the 
COSV site is up and running. 

Finally, the show season is here so 
check on the major cymbidium shows 
around the country, show dates and infor- 
mation is provided for the National 
Cymbidium Show in S.A., the COCWA 
Spring Show in W.A. and the COSV 
Cymbidium Festival at Ararat. 

Check them out. 

Good health and good growing. oO 


Your editors 


Noe Smith 


24 William Hunter Court, 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 


Tel/Fax: (03) 5986 1121 


Email: 
aussiecyms@internode.on.net 


Rob Smith 


HOW TO JOIN A | 
CYMBIDIUM CLUB 
IN YOUR STATE 


CYMBIDIUM ORCHID CLUB OF 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month (except December and January) 
Auditorium open from 7.00 p.m. — 
Beginners’ Group commences 7.20 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Burnside Community Centre, 

401 Greenhill Road, Tusmore, Adelaide, S.A. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Jeanne Hall, 

18 Coorilla Avenue, Glenelg North, S.A. 5045 
Phone: (08) 8294 5562 
President, Ray Brady, 

Phone: (08) 8252 3812 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID CLUB OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of 
each month (except January and February) 
Benching of plants commences 7.15 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 7.30 p.m. 
Venue: Belmont Sports & Recreation Club, 
Abernethy Road, Belmont, W.A. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Sallyanne Bushe-Jones, 
1105 Campersic Road, 
Brigadoon WA 6069 
Phone: (08) 9296 6203 
President, Courtney Rogasch 
Phone: 0407 049 717 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA INC. 


Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of 
each month (except January) 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. — 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Mt. Waverley Youth Centre, 
Millers Crescent, Mt. Waverley, Victoria. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Jenifer Robertson, 

54 Worthing Road, Devon Meadows, 
Victoria 3977 
Phone: (03) 5998 2226 
President, Glenda Coutts, 
Phone: (03) 9727 4849 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
AUSTRALIA INC. 
(The CCA is no longer affiliated with ACS) 


Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month (except December, January 
and February) 

Meetings commence 8.00 p.m. 

Venue: Lakemba Chapter Remembrance Hall, 
220 Lakemba Street, Lakemba, Sydney, N.S.W. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Peter Moore, 

10 Stephanie Street, 

Padstow, N.S.W. 2211 
Phone: (02) 9721 0572 
President, Geoff LeMarne, 

Phone: (02) 9449 9648 


Web: www.ccansw.com.au 
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rWo cover this subject adequately would 

i require a large book and this article 
can only be a very abbreviated version of 
the very important time that Alvin and 
Greg Bryant have contributed to the breed- 
ing and growing of cymbidium orchids. 

In 1968 Alvin Bryant being the Deputy 
Headmaster of Campbelltown High 
School retired from his profession to fulfil 
his ambition to breed and grow cymbidi- 
ums for the local pot plant trade and cut 
flower export market. 

Alvins first nursery was situated in 
Newbridge Road, Moorebank, where he 
proceeded to. grow his plants. 
Unfortunately the area was hit by a severe 
frost which wiped out most of his plants. 
He quickly realised that this was not the 
best area to grow cymbidium orchids and 
he began to search for a more suitable 
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by Keith Harris 


location and suitable land elsewhere. After 
studying local climatic conditions and 
proximity to Mascot Airport he acquired a 
parcel of land at Cook Street, Kurnell. This 
location allowed the cut stems to be deliv- 
ered to the airport for export overseas in 
the shortest possible time. He received 
council approval and completed the build- 
ing of his nursery in late 1969. 

If we first examine Alvin’s growing 
conditions and his reactions to some 
unusual events that occurred and relate it 
to what is happening to growing condi- 
tions today, it evolves that the needs for 
good growing are carbohydrate formation, 
sunlight, air movement and most impor- 
tantly the amount of water supplied. 
Fertiliser is only required in small 
amounts. To this end Alvin was experi- 
menting with several benches of plants 


growing in different potting mixes, one of 
which was coarse river sand. However 
another bench of cymbidiums growing in 
sand, but not in the test area, was doing 
better than the test pots. On investigation it 
was discovered that the galvanised bench 
top had sagged so that the pots were stand- 
ing in about 45ml of water. On pulling 
those plants from their pots Alvin found 
that they had root systems in perfect con- 
dition. This discovery moved Alvin to find 
out how he could grow his plants under 
semi hydroponic conditions. The potting 
mix of coarse sand was inert and would not 
break down and complete with air and 
oxygen supplied by the water was perfect 
for his purposes. Thus the nursery was 
converted to the coarse sand mix, fitted 
with drippers and watered daily for twenty 
minutes with very weak liquid fertiliser for 
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Cym. Flaming Pepper ‘Black As’. A first flowering seedling on a single bulb and lead plant. Yes, it is this dark. The flower segment width (petals 50mm 
wide, ventral sepals almost 70mm wide) shows the potential of this breeding line and the advances made in red cymbidium breeding in only the last 
ten years. 


six days and pure water on the seventh to 
flush the pots. 

It is now thirty eight years since Alvin 
Bryant first discovered that cymbidium 
growing in water could be successful and 
now today many growers are using water 
trays combined with coco mulch to grow 
their cymbidiums. So much for the old 
adage that cymbidiums don’t like wet feet. 

Having settled on growing conditions 
which satisfied him Alvin turned his atten- 
tion to the breeding program. He saw it as 
most important to produce cymbidiums in 
selected colours flowering at specific times 
with a required number of blooms per stem. 

To cover all the breeding program would 
be an enormous task but Alvin’s main aim 
was to obtain tetraploid parents such as 
Sylvania ‘Sonnet’ for pinks, Winter Fair 
‘Crystal’ for whites, Fanfare ‘St. Francis’ 
for greens and Arcadian Melody “Harvest 
Moon’ for yellows. While developing 
these lines Alvin also turned his attention 
to the pure colour strain which produced 
non staining clean colours with no red pig- 
ment in the flowers resulting in all yellow Michelle and Greg Bryant at the nursery. 
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Above: Blazing Fury ‘Aranen’. The Blazing Fury cross has been a most successful red cross with 
many top clones resulting. 


Below: Cym. Vanity Fair ‘Hollywood’ (Poetic Winter x Joan’s Charisma) Below: Cym. Fair Delight ‘Polar Bear’. Though certainly not a 


current example of Bryants white breeding it never the less 
holds it’s own on the showbench when well grown. 
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Above: Cym. Flaming Pepper ‘Rust’. From the Above: Cym. Hypno Beauty ‘Haze’ .From Khan Flame x Red Beauty. 
parents Khan Flame and Yowie Pepper. 5 


labelums. The basis of this breeding line Below: Cym. (Khan Flame x Spring Surf). A club members first flowering seedling. 
came from Cym. Durham Castle - 
‘Brilliance’ x Sussex Dawn ‘Dorothy May’ 
which made the hybrid Cym. Sleeping 
Beauty. A difficulty arose as to what these 
special type concolour plants should be 
called as it was essential that the name be 
chosen whereby this group was exclusively 
categorised. After careful checking it was 
established as correct to call these plants 
albinos. Following twenty years of work to 
build up a suitable bank of breeding clones, 
one of the albino seedlings, Cym. Pharaoh 
‘Highlight’ became a world first by gaining 

a HCC given by the Australian Orchid 
Council. 

In 1985 Greg Bryant left the veterinary 
profession to join his father Alvin in the 
nursery. In 1990 he took control of the 
export side of the business including the 
production of all seedling compots, some 
of which were used as update replace- 
ments for their own export varieties, 
together with sales for interstate growers 
and also hobby growers in NSW. At this 
point of time Alvin had moved to Southern 
Queensland, but was still doing all of the 
hybridising for the nursery. 

In 1996 Greg-took over all aspects of 
Bryants Orchids and while all of the breed- 
ing stock was there to be used, Greg had 
his own ideas regarding the direction he 
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Cym. Khan Flame ‘Tuscany’ AM/ACS. Kimberly Orchids regular show winner. 


Cym. (Evelin Victoria x Yowie Pepper) 


wanted to take with future breeding lines 
and in expanding the nursery. While 
export varieties were still very important 
at that time, many show bench type crosses 
were also made. The development of good 
red large flower types including such 
hybrids as Blazing Fury, Khan Flame and 
Flaming Vulcan delivered excellent shape, 
colour and vigour. 

Keystone hybrids in other colours 
included the Coraki and Pharaohs Gold 
lines in yellows, Khan Flame and Sylvan 
Star lines in pinks, Joan’s Charisma and 
Lovely Angels in whites, Emerald Frenzy, 
Winter Showers and Daintree in greens 
and Sleeping Beauty in pure colours. 
Though of course the hybrids named are 
just a few of the outstanding cymbidium 
lines produced by the nursery over the 
years. 

In the ensuing years from Greg taking 
the reigns Bryants Orchids stock gained 
many awards and show wins, culminating 
with an FCC/AOC award in 2005 for Cym. 
(Lancashire Khan x Blazing Fury) regis- 
tered as Cym. Surhan’s Passion, the clone 
‘Marion’ receiving the award for George 
Serhan. 

During these years Greg maintained 
coarse sand as a growing medium because 
he could see no better option as a replace- 
ment. However by the end of 2005 he had 
spoken to a number of growers who had 
been using coco mulch (coir) for some time 
and were achieving good results. This infor- 
mation persuaded him to trial a few plants 
in the medium, resulting in growth as good 
or better than those achieved in sand. Since 
then all plants have been changed to coco 
mulch with drip feeders still operating but 
for ten minutes every alternate day. Both 
flower spikes and new growths have been 
emerging in good numbers. 

Some of the latest parents Greg has been 
using in his breeding program are, 
Memoria Joan Bryant ‘Harmony’, (Yowie 
Rose x Peak Progress) ‘Epiphany’, 
Flaming Vulcan ‘Cleo’ and (Yowie Pepper 
x Sylvan Star) ‘Holly’for pinks and dark 
reds. Among the yellows Tracy Bullion 
‘Flash’, (Conqueso x Trinity Gold) 
‘Sunstroke’ and (Blazing Fury x Lunakira) 
‘Flashrer’. Green parents include, 
(Lunakira x Loftus Gold) ‘Irish’, (Daintree 
x Winter Showers) ‘Green Noble’ and 
Paradise Island ‘Emerald’. These latest 
parents are just a few which cover the 
colour spectrum. 

Unfortunately in recent times Greg has 
had to condense the nursery to less than 
half of it’s original size, running into cir- 
cumstances of immense hardship due to 
bureaucracy of enormous _ injustice. 
However at this stage he has new compots 
of recent hybrids, flowering size plants 
and a range of pods on his breeding stock 


_ Cym. Marilyn Thomas ‘Just 


Divine’. 
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st successful cross for pink, 
red and brown large flower hybrids in recent years, the Khan Flames are also 
creating a dynasty of sibling crosses of great potential. 


Cym. [Khan Flame x (Sylvan Star x Yowie Pepper)] Cym. Flaming Vulcan 
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Cym. Lunakira ‘Midas’. Typical of the quality yellows being produced and added to future genera- 


tions. 


to ensure this superb breeding and grow- 
ing nursery continues to the benefit of all 
growers of fine cymbidiums. | 
Keith Harris 

7 Strickland St. 

Heathcote NSW 2233. 


Editors Note: Many of the flowers pic- 
tured with this article are seedlings (some 
of them first flowering) grown and flow- 
ered by hobby growers, not by large nurs- 
eries or the breeder with dozens at their 
disposal to pick from. Bryants orchids 
have always made their seedling stock 
available to the orchid buying public and 
always to our knowledge, without holding 
crosses back, or charging above normal 
prices for particular crosses. Over the 
years the sheer number of outstanding 
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cymbidium hybrids, show and award win- 
ning clones and valuable stud plants pro- 
duced by this nursery is quite astounding. 
Other nurseries or breeders may have pro- 
duced more in total, but few if any with the 
percentage rate of successes to crossings 
made than Bryants have achieved over 
both Alvin and Greg’s time. The methodi- 
cal and exhaustive development of certain 
breeding lines undertaken at this nursery 
has left a legacy of knowledge for the ben- 
efit of every breeder and grower of cym- 
bidiums. Hopefully we can all look for- 
ward to many more years of exciting cym- 


‘-bidium hybrids from this world class 


breeding nursery. | 


(Photos by Keith Harris and other 
orchid enthusiasts.) 
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Memory 
Lane 


While doing some research | hap- 
pened to come across the following 
items in old orchid publications and 
have included a few edited excerpts 
from the past. 


Merve Dunn and Bob Nicole selected 
their 10 favorite cymbidiums from the late 
1970’s, most though not all of them from 
their own nurseries breeding program. I 
wonder how many growers still have any 
of these cymbidiums in their collections 
today? 

Sleeping Dream ‘Tetragold’ 4n 
AM/RHS-AOS, described as “Australia’s 
most famous orchid, the first known 
tetraploid pure colour”. 

Sleeping Giant ‘Tetra White’ 4n, 
which was described as “Large (13cm) 
bold flowers, some of the best individual 
flowers we have seen”. 

Wyanga ‘Elenora’ 4n AD/NSW, 
“Greenest of the green pure colours, 
important stud plant for vivid greens with 
brilliant yellow lips”. 

Valley Song ‘Maureen” HCC/NSW- 
AOC-AOS, “Has won best cymbidium 


each year for the past 4 years at the NSW 
Orchid Society Winter Show. Has won 
Grand Champion at same shows”. 

Zumma Boyd ‘Tetra High’ 4n 
AM/AOS, “Brilliant green with vivid red 
lip. Awarded on it’s first flowering”. 

Downs Delight ‘The Golden Tetra’ 
4n, Large, (125mm) flowers in May”. 

Vallet Flower ‘Cherry Ripe’ 4n 
‘Outstanding production from small bulbs. 
Tall strong almost upright spikes carrying 
up to 24 blooms”. 

Valley Flower ‘Tobasco’ 4n, “Prolific 
red carrying 20 flowers per spike”. 

Sleeping Spring ‘Perfection’ 4n, Multi 
coloured shapely flowers on arching 
spikes”. 

Sarah Jean ‘First Lady’ HCC/AOS, 
“A miniature of great charm. Small flow- 
ers in profusion carried on many upright 
spikes”. 

Just to prove that questions about 
the direction of cymbidium judging and 
hybridising aren't a modern phenome- 
non, this exchange between the 
Curator of the Huntington Botanical 
gardens in the USA and the RHS 
orchid Committee from 1949! 


The question: 
Would you be good enough to inform us 
as to the standards set by your committee 


in judging cymbidiums? 

To what proportion is size of the flower 
considered and to what proportion the 
width of the petals and sepals? 

Do you favor a compact flower) ie one 
whose petals and sepals are close 
together)? Are the flowers considered 
more highly favored when the petals and 
sepals are smooth, or when undulated? 

I am of the opinion that certain growers 
are breeding primarily for size at the 
expense of the artistic aspect of the flower 
and arrangement of it’s units in good pro- 
portion. 

Some of our largest varieties, while 
good in substance, good in colour, good in 
form and of acceptable size, approach in 
appearance the stiffness of a gladiolus 
flower. Which in the opinion of some is not 
wholly desirable. 


The answer: 

The RHS committee regards the artistic 
aspect of cymbidium flowers as of prime 
importance. 

Size alone counts for little commenda- 
tion today. The flowers should be moder- 
ately compact, but not so much as to ren- 
der them unduly cup shaped. 

Regarding further improvements, it 
would seem that increased width in the 
petals would be appreciated. No definite 
ruling can be given as to whether petals 


GLENWOOD ORCHIDS PtysLtd. 


1265 Western Port Hwy. Langwarrin. Vic. 3910 


Introducing... 


Zygo Wartringal Wonder 
“Chocolate Gem” 


One of several new Zygos from the same 
cross that produce compact plants, small 
flowers on two tall spikes per psuedobulb and 
they have produced at least 4 spikes in a 
150mm pot. 
We consider they will produce progeny suit- 
able for the pot plant trade and shows. 
The first six crosses from siblings of “Chocolate 
Gem” have recently germinated and flasks are 
Currently being prepared. A list of our Zygo 
crosses will be available shortly. 


Subject to flask sales, compots and single plants will be available in the future. 


For the past year we have been engaged in substantially expanding our nursery growing space and we 
are now reaching a stage where we can increase the range of genera that we can grow and breed. 


We have already commenced breeding several new genera, consequently our 2009 lists should be of 


interest. 


The first small Cattleya plants will be on sale at our-nursery from October 2008. 


Alllists are now available only by E-mail in Adobe PDF formats and will gradually be illustrated - please 
specify genera. Free PDF Readers programs are readily available. 


Those wanting regular e-mail lists should contact us indicating the specific genera lists required. 


Visit our Web Site: www.glenorchids.com.au which is in the process. of being updated 
and expanded. Email us at: e 


Phone: (03) 9782-2668 
For directions to our Nursery see: Melways Map: 136 G-3 
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s FLASKS 


Pre Order Only 
Paphs, Cats, etc. 
Ex Taiwan 


DON'T MISS OUT 
ORDERS MUST CLOSE 
AUGUST 31” 
, EASY ORCHIDS 


» ; Sussex Street, Woodburn NSW 
@ 02 6682 2635 


TINONEE ORCHIDS 


FREE CATALOGUE 
includes most genera 


NURSERY OPEN 


me 
ENy 
zs) 
cS 
=e 


{ 


www.easyorchids.co 
a 


Mon - Fri 9am-4pm 


TINONEE ORCHID NURSERY 


768 Tinonee Road, Tinonee, 2430 
Phone/Fax: (02) 6553 1012 
e Email: orchids@tinoneeorchids.com 
5 Website: www.tinoneeorchids.com 
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and sepals should be smooth or undulated. 
It is the general appearance of the whole 
flower that counts most. 

As you are doubtless well aware, one 
variety may receive an award on account 
of its fine form, but, at the same time, may 
be deficient in the desired colour; another 
variety may be just the reverse. 

In spite of the many cymbidium flowers 
which have come before the committee 
during the current year, not a single variety 
has been recommended the highest award, 
a First Class Certificate. 

The number of flowers produced on the 
spike should be taken into consideration. 


How about some cymbidium potting 
mixes? Before the introduction of 
Rockwool or coco mulch there were all 
sorts of ingredients used in potting 
mixes ( not to mention having to com- 
post your own bark). Here are a few 
mixes in use during the 1970's. 


One third cinders, one third tree fern and 
one third rice hulls plus limestone in the 
bottom of the pot for drainage. 

* ok *K 

4 parts coarse German white peat, 4 
parts German black peat, 2 parts styrofoam 
chips . 

as #* #K 

5 parts dents (dents is 4 parts shavings 

and 1 part fowl manure, left to mature for 


89 Levy Street, 
Glenbrook NSW 2773 
The Orchid People 


Sydney’s only one 
stop Orchid Shop 
We carry a large range of 
orchid requisits 
Port Pots always in stock 
We have a large range of 
Tassie Spag. Moss in all pack sizes 
Stakes - Water Breakers 


Nie-co Rolls 


Thermometers 
PH and EC Meters 
Sydney Agent for Woolf Orchidculture 
ALAN’S FERTLIZER 

HANDBOOK 

Price $10.45 including postage 

ALAN’S PEST and DISEASE 
HANDBOOK 
Price $18.70 per copy including postage 
* Nursery open most weekends 
for all your orchid requisits 
* Growing classes held monthly 


PHONE: 0247 395 141 
Fax 0247 398 090 


email: mirannorchids@pnc.com.au 
BANKCARD, MASTERCARD AND VISA 


< 


6 months. The mix is dampened 6 weeks 
before use.) 

5 parts bark, 1 part sand, 1 part rice 
hulls, 1 bag of lime to 6 yards of mix. 


b Ke K 

5 parts top soil, 5 parts sand, 5 bags of Productions 
perlite, 5 bales of Pro-mix (?), 3 bales of 
coarse peat moss, | bale of fine peat moss, 
14 bags of bark, 40 x 4” pots of bone meal, 
15 x 4” pots of limestone, 20 table spoons 

of fertilizer trace elements. 

ok *k *K 
12 cubic feet of firbark, 7 cubic feet of 
redwood bark, 5 cubic feet of perlite, 2 
bales of European peat moss, 12lbs. of 
limestone, 2 and a half lbs. of 5-10-10 fer- 
tilizer, 3 and a half pounds of super phos- 
phate. 


Send a stamped, 


self-addressed envelope for 
seedling and flask price list. 
PO Box 3525, Wamberal NSW 2260 


Phone: 0408 994 696 
Fax: 02 4384 4304 


Cymbidiums 


SIZE A - $15.00 EACH 


Cym. Phreaque ‘Fortune’ 


Cym. Hazel Fay ‘Outback 


Orders of $120 or more sent Freight Free, 
small orders add $10 for freight and packaging. 


Ss 
VACALS, 


ORCHIDS 


Proprietor: Kevin Butler 


76 EVANDALE ROAD, DARCH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6065 
Tel: (08) 9343 2761 or 1800 999 707 Fax: (08) 9309 3182 E-mail: ezi-gro@iinet.com.au 
Home page: www.ezi-gro.com.au 


AOR159 


The Australian Orchid Review, August/September 2008 51 


Cym. Nonna ‘Golden Glades’ 


Cym. (madidum x Sleeping Dream) 


Gas madidum is probably the easiest of the 
three native cymbidium species to grow under cul- 
ture. It ‘s cultural needs are more closely related to 
those of commonly grown cymbidium hybrids than 
either cymbidiums suave or canaliculatum, meaning 
that it can be grown among a usual mixed cymbidium 
collection with reasonable results. Cym. madidum pro- 
duces large numbers of small green blooms set of by 
white labelums marked with red and carried on long 
pendulous spikes. The flowers have a similar shape 
and petal stance to those of its relatives, suave and 
canaliculatum. Plant habit and appearance on the other 
hand is distinctly different from either of the other two. 
Where canaliculatum has erect, rigid and almost terate 
leaves and suave has thin somewhat grassy looking 
leaves and growths which appear almost bulbless, 
madidum has large strapy leaves and very prominent 
large bulbs. Cymbidium madidum can produce very 
large plants very quickly with a plant of only a few 
mature growths filling a 250 or 300mm pot. Cym. 
madidum.and many of its hybrids can take up a lot of 
bench space in an orchid house. 

Despite its large plant size which could be consid- 
ered a deterrent to hybridising with this species, the 
RHS lists some 60 registered hybrids with Cym. 
madidum, 33 with the species as pod parent and 27 
with it as pollen parent. Perhaps surprisingly, the first 
hybrids made and registered using Cym. madidum 
were the work of an American lady by the name of 
Mary B Ireland, from California, USA, not someone 
in Australia. During the late 1950’s to early 60’s Mrs. 
Ireland made a number of hybrids combining Cym. 
madidum with popular cymbidium hybrids of the 
time, with several of her first crossings being 
registered in 1963, 64, 65, 66 and 68. Her work 
resulted in the following Cym. madidum hybrids, 
Pee Wee (x pumilum), Bob Norton (x Miretta), 
Fifi (x Argonaught), Mitzi (x Angela), Nonna (x 
Alexanderi), Pat Ann (x Apollo), Sweet Lime (x 
Esmeralda), Darkie (x Jean Brummitt) and That’s It 
(x virescens). Many Australian cymbidium collec- 
tions contain one or more of Mrs. Irelands madidum 
hybrids over 40 years after they were made, with 
plants such as Cym. Bob Norton ‘Edna May’, Nonna 
‘Golden Glades’ and various Pee Wee’s, Sweet Limes 
and Pat Anns to be found. Of course her hybrid Cym. 
Fifi has provided one parent in a number of success- 
ful crosses including the popular Cym. Glady 
Whitesell ( Fifi x parishii) cross. 

The American nursery Stewarts Inc. also hybridised 
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madidur 


hybrids 


by various photographers 


and registered the well known Cym. madidum crosses 
Giselle and Sunshine Falls. Two clones of Cym. 
Sunshine Falls are popular and commonly grown in 
Australia, ‘Butterball’ and ‘Green Fantasy’. 

Doctor Miles Seton, more commonly known for his 
hybridising work with Cym. suave also made and reg- 
istered Some madidum hybrids including, Cym. 
Brown Eyes (x Negtito), Sydney Cove (x Olymilum) 
and Mad Magic (x Tethy’s). 

Among the other Cym. madidum hybrids are Cricket 
and Kurandra made by Greenoaks, Mad Doctor, Mad 
Irishman and Phar Lap made by Geyserland Orchids 
and Green Cascade and Hearts of Gold from Santa 
Barbara Orchid Estate. 

Cymbidium madidum has generally proven itself to 
be a ready breeder (especially when compared to its 
close relative Cym. suave) providing viable seed in 
many crosses with species and also hybrids, whether 
large flower, intermediate or miniature types. 

As I mentioned earlier one of the drawbacks with 
Cym. madidum, at least for many growers and 
hybridisers, has always been the large size of its bulbs 
and leaves, meaning overall plant size can be very 
large indeed. A number of its hybrids, where the other 
parent is a large flower type, can have very large 
foliage, though they often also have very long flower 
spikes as well. Dave and Trish Wickham of Victoria 
are well known for their massive specimen plant of 
Cym. Memoria Geoff Laird (madidum x lowianum) 
which has been measured at close to a meter and a half 
across and almost as high and over two meters across 
including flower spikes which arch out and cascade 
downwards in a most impressive display, but few cym- 
bidium growers would have or could provide the space 
required for a single plant of those dimentions. (Dave 
and Trish used to get that monster into their van and 
take it to club meetings when in flower, but that’s 
another story!) Fortunately not all Cym. madidum 
hybrids produce plants of such size and many are quite 
compact, or at least no bigger in plant growth than nor- 
mal cymbidiums. The majority are also prolific flow- 
erers making them very attractive propositions for 
hobby collections. The fact that many also flower a lit- 
tle later than most cymbidium hybrids means that they 
cen extend the flowering season by up to a couple of 
monihs, some still having flowers in good condition at 
Christmas. 

/smong those which produce vigorous and fiorifer- 
ous plants of compact to average size are the follow- 
ing: 
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Cym. Mad Magic ‘Erma’ 
Cym. Phar Lap ‘Geyserland’ 


Cym. Cricket 


Cym. Sunshine Falls ‘Green Fantasy’ 
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Cym. Phar Lap, (Flame Hawk x madidum) made 
by Geyserland Orchids is one of the most popular and 
well known, the clone ‘Geyserland’ which carries 
masses of perky little red blooms is particularly strik- 
ing when in flower. The spikes are shorter than in 
many Cym. madidum hybrids are the flowers are quite 
closely spaced, but this enhances the massed flower 
effect. 

Cym. Mad Irishman, (Mary Pinches x madidum) 
also made by Geyserland Orchids is one of our per- 
sonal favorites, we have two clones, “Juan Diaz” and 
‘Shamrock” and both grow and flower incredibly well. 
“Juan Diaz” is named after the dear friend who gave us 
the plant and flowers twice a year quite regularly. It 
grows so well it is usually divided every couple of 
years. Both clones carry medium length spikes of up to 
35 lime to apple green flowers. 

Cym. Pee Wee, (madidum x pumilum) produces 
very compact plants that can grow into specimens 
quite quickly, it’s flowers are small as you would 
expect given that both parents have flowers of only 
about 2cm in diameter. Flower colour is apple green to 
olive green in most cases. Though the spikes are usu- 
ally quite short they arch or cascade clear of the foliage 
and display nicely. 

Cym. Memoria Connie Jo Nine, (madidum x 
Ruby Eyes). This reasonably compact growing cym- 
bidium is atough little flowering machine in our expe- 
rience, while it’s 4cm wide flowers are rather starry ( 
at least in our clone), they are carried in good numbers 
on semi pendulous spikes of good length. The flowers 
are a deep smooth pink/red. 


Cym. Mad Magic ‘Amber’ 
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Cym. Sunshine falls, ( King Arthur x madidum). 
Bred by Stewarts in the USA this hybrid is best known 
in Australia for the clones ‘Green Fantasy’ and 
‘Butterball’ the later is reputed to be a tetraploid. Both 
are attractive flowers with ‘Butterball’ having shorter 
spikes and foliage than ‘Green Fantasy’ though neither 
are coarse growers. 


Cym. Cricket, (devonianum x madidum) The 


Crickets can be striking plants, making specimens in 
250 to 300mm pots and flowering profusely with long 
pendulous spikes hanging like a curtain of flowers 
right round the pot. Flower counts per spike can run 
into the 50’s and even higher. Flowers are around 3 to 
4cm in diameter and are generally olive, tan or bronze 
to even brown highlighted with dark solid red 
labelums. A good Cym. Cricket is well worth a place 
in any cymbidium collection. 

Cym. Mad Magic, (madidum x Tethy’s) is another 
personal favorite, plant growth is about average in my 
favorite clone ‘Amber’ which carries semi erect to 
arching spikes of amber flowers spotted with red and a 
striking red banded labelum. The cross was made by 
Dr. Miles Seton and several clones formed part of his 
collection of Aussie native cymbidium hybrids. 

Though the plant size tends from average to large in 
the following hybrids, the ones listed are still well 
worth growing, though you would need a lot of space 
if you wanted to grow many of them, especially to 
specimen size. 

Cym. Ken Gory, (madidum x Ora Lee). Though 
this hybrid produces quite large foliage it’s long arch- 
ing spikes and high flower counts help make up for 


Cym. Sunshine Falls ‘Butterball’ 


The Australian Orchid Review, August/September 2008 


Cym. Mad Magic ‘Bambi’ 


Cym. Gladys Whitesell ‘The Charmer’ 


CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


that. The better clones have bright clean apple green 
flowers with nicely marked labelums. 

Cym. Nonna, (madidum x Alexanderi). One of 
Mrs. Mary B Irelands hybrids, Cym. Nonna produces 
clean yellow flowers with lightly marked to near con- 
colour yellow labelums. Colour can range from soft to 
bright Buttercup yellow. In Australia the clone 
‘Golden Glades’ is probably the best known. Flower 
spikes are semi erect. 

Cym. Yellow Eagle, (madidum x Eagle). Over the 
years we acquired three clones of this hybrid from dif- 
ferent sources across Australia, though it had remained 
unregistered and no one who had it could shed any 
light on the hybridiser. We registered it as Yellow 
Eagle as we intended to try breeding with it. All three 
clones we have are more average in plant size than 
large and all have semi erect spikes carrying yellow 
flowers with gold to orange labelums which are 
blushed darker at the margins. 

Cym. Gladys Whitesell ‘The Charmer’, (Fifi x 
parishii). This cymbidium is only one quarter 
madidum as one parent is a madidum hybrid ( Cym. 
Fifi). The cross was made by Geyserland Orchids with 
the clone ‘The Charmer’ being the most famous and 
widely grown, though there are others available. ‘The 
Charmer carris pendulous spikes of quite shapely 
white blooms with red blotched labelums marked with 
yellow. Plant size is not overly large, the rather coarse 
growth of Cym. Fifi, having been moderated by Cym. 
parishii, the other parent. 


Cym. Yellow Eagle Cym. Mad Magic ‘Heart Throb’ 


Cym. Val Peck ‘Geyserland’ 
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Many of the other Cym. madidum hybrids are well 
worth growing, though I won’t try to list and describe 
all of those I know here, though there is one I have seen 
which we haven’t been able to get which would be well 
worth growing if you can find it. Cym. (madidum x 
Sarah Jean). The couple of flowering plants we were 


sent photographs of looked were attractive with con-_ 


colour white or pale green flowers of good form on 
long pendulous spikes. (If you have or find a piece 
consider letting us know!) 

There is certainly plenty of potential for worthwhile 
hybrids developed from Cym. madidum, especially 
when it is crossed with compact growing intermedi- 
ates and miniatures to moderate it’s rather coarse plant 
growth. Compared to the other two native cymbidi- 
ums, suave and canaliculatum, Cym. madidum seems 
to bread easily, it will grow in most areas and needs 
little in the way of special treatment culturally. 
Regardless of whether it is crossed with a mini carry- 
ing flowers around 45mm across, or a large flower 
type with flowers 120mm across, the resultant hybrids 
seem to produce flowers of between 30 and 50mm, 
rarely larger. A number of Cym. madidum hybrids 
have proven to be fertile and second, third and fourth 
generation hybrids have been produced with good 
results, I’m sure many more attractive plants and 
flowers will continue to come from this unique 


® 


species a 


Noe Smith 
aussiecyms @internode.on.net 
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Cym. Mad Irishman ‘Juan Diaz’ 


Cym. Doctor Len ‘Aranen’ 


57 


ARANBEEN 
ONCHIDS 


Mail Order Specialists Australia Wide 
(Except Western Australia/Tasmania) 


SPECIAL 
SALE 


LISTINGS 
AVAILABLE 
NOW 


Priests Road (PO Box 96) 
Deception Bay, Brisbane, Qld 4508 
Ph (07) 3888 3637 Fax (07) 3888 5271 
Email: aranbeem@higpond.net.au 


Nursery Open: Wed-Sat — 9am-4pm 
Phone/Mail Orders: Mon-Sat — 9am-4pm 
Closed: Sun, Mon, Tues & Public Holidays 
Other times by appointment 


New COSV website 


David Allen 


y the time you read this article the 

Cymbidium Orchid , Society of 
Victoria will have entered cyber space. 
The new site should be up and running by 
the middle of July. The new COSV web- 
site (cosv.com.au) will add to the numer- 
ous sites promoting the amazing cymbid- 
ium orchid. 

We aim to provide a website to share 
information in a very friendly and cre- 
ative way. The website will give access to 
all manner of cultural experiences and 
information, with the emphasis being to 
learn more about our favourite plants. The 
site will be updated regularly to give extra 
growing tips and news from COSV. 

The website features growing tips gen- 
erally and for specific cymbidium 
species, how to build a cymbidium col- 
lection for beginners and how to begin a 
cymbidium species collection. The site 
will also encompass a number of photo 
galleries that will show Large Flower 
type, Small Standard type, Intermediate 
type, Miniature type, Novelty, and species 


Valley Orchids 


Cymbidium Specialists 
Lot 8 Wheaton Road, McLaren Vale, S.A. 
Postal — PO Box 143, McLaren Vale, South Australia, 5171 
Phone (08) 8327 3955 Fax (08) 8327 3966 Mobile 0419 823 724 


Website - www.valleyorchids.com.au 


Check for lots of new photos & special offers — regularly updated, including 
exciting new seedlings, flowering for the first time 


Email - graham@valleyorchids.com.au 
Thousands of new release plants & older favourites available now — 
Flasks to flowering size & at sensible prices. Mail order service available 
** We can now send plants to Western Australia & Tasmania ** 


ig ©YMBIDIUM 
ORCHIDS 


Quality Cymbidium Mericlones for 
the showbench or enthusiast 
Telephone or Write for Catalogue 


rt 


ee 
ORCHIDS 


Mail Order Specialists Australia-wide 


22 Emmett Street Golden Square Victoria 3555 
Phone (03) 5442 4806 Mobile 0411 352 036 
Email dkorchids@smartchat.net.au 
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cymbidiums. For those interested the 
COSV judging handbook will also appear 
on the site. 

The sites galleries feature old and new 
hybrids, the photos only being chosen 
with one consideration in mind, to repre- 
sent cymbidiums of all types and not nec- 
essarily because they are awarded, are 
show winners, or because a supposed 
expert might have am opinion as to which 
hybrids are the only cymbidiums of note! 
The galleries were put together for the 
enjoyment of all cymbidium enthusiasts, 
hopefully you will find some photos of 
plants you have not seen and you might 
find some to put on your want list! 

This is a site dedicated to a single genus 
and to the promotion and recognition of 
cymbidiums and only cymbidiums. 
COSV hopes you pay us a visit and hope- 
fully keep coming back as our site devel- 
ops and grows over time. o 


David Allen 
davidallen1 @optusnet.com.au 


Cymbidium 


National 
Cymbidium Show 


Hosted by the Cymbidium 
Orchid Club of South Australia 
August 23rd and 24th 
Saturday 23rd, 9am to 5pm. 
Sunday 24th, 9am to 4pm. 
Noarlunga Leisure Centre 


David Witton Drive, 
Noarlunga Centre 


Cymbidium Orchid Club 
of Western Australia — 
Spring Show. 

August 30th and 31st 

9am to 5pm 

Cannington Exhibition Centre, 
Cnr. Albany Highway and 
Station Street, Cannington. 
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Cymbidium suave 


Our experiences breeding with 
Cymbidium suave 


he following information is based on 

our experiences working with, suave, 
its hybrids and other native cymbidiums 
over the past 12 years, We will try and 
avoid speculation as much as possible 
along the way, hopefully our success, (Or 
lack of it!) will prove helpful to others 
working with or considering working with 
this unique cymbidium species, at worst it 
may save someone treading some of the 
fruitless paths we have explored. The 
results listed are only our results, pre- 
sented with as few assumptions as possi- 
ble, though there were many long talks 
over the years with Dean Roesler, as we 
compared results and speculated on possi- 
ble breeding options and directions. 

Some of the things we know, or think we 
know, about breeding hybrids with suave 
are: 

It is very difficult to produce viable seed 
or even hold pods when crossing 2n suave 
with 4n cymbidiums of any type. (Over 120 
crosses made with 4n pod parents of minia- 
ture, intermediate and large flower hybrids 
of many types for ZERO success rate.) 


by N&R Smith 


As far as we are aware all of Dr. Setons 
crosses were made with diploid hybrid pod 
parents, or diploid hybrid pollen parents in 
the case of hybrids he made onto suaves 
growing wild in his locality. 

Unlike most other cymbidiums, suave 
pollen does not store well. All crossings 
attempted to date with stored pollen have 
failed, (of course they may have failed 
anyway). 

The best results we have achieved to 
date have been when crossing suave onto a 
hybrid with one of the three Aussie native 
cymbidiums in its background. We don’t 
believe that this is just because the flowers 
and therefore the columns are smaller as 
crossing with all other small flowered 
hybrids, not containing a native, have pro- 
duced a higher ratio of failures. Crossings 
with diploid hybrid pod parents obviously 
do work, but be prepared for a lot which 
fail along the way. 

So far all of the suave hybrids we have 
tried breeding with from the Seton collec- 
tion have given poor results, the few that 
have carried pods and produced seed have 
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done so with an Aussie native cymbidium 
as the pollen parent. None we have trialed 
appear to give viable pollen, or at least 
haven’t given a strike yet, even when put 
back onto suave itself. (One result with a 
4n pollen parent onto a 2n suave hybrid, 
which was successful was Cym. 
Piccaninny with Sweet Devon.) 

As just mentioned, one suave hybrid 
does breed for us but only as a pollen par- 
ent, a 4n Sweet Devon (suave x devoni- 
anum). 

So, in our experience so far; 

° Cym. suave 2n breeds as a pollen parent, 
but to date only with diploids. 

° Cym. suave hybrids which are diploids 
only breed (in a few cases and very poorly) 
with diploids and only as pod parents. 
(Except in the case of the tetraploid Cym. 
Sweet Devon as mentioned.) , 
¢ The one 4n suave hybrid we currently 
have access to only breeds as a pollen par- 
ent, (the reverse of suave 2n hybrids) BUT 
does breed with 2 and 4n pod parents. (so 
far with Gladys Whitesell ‘The Charmer’, 
Sarah Jean ‘Ice Cascade’ , Janis Lin ‘Emily 
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Above: Cym. canaliculatum ‘Gavra’ which we 
have used as a parent along with Cym. canalic- 
ulatum var sparksii. 


Left: Cym. Dean Roesler ‘Jaffa’ 


Below left: Cym. Piccaninny ‘Black Hole’ 


Kate’, Pure Sarah ‘DC’, Piccaninny 
“Black Hole’ and a few others.) 

Most crossings made using suave have 
produced only a dozen to three dozen 
seedlings, except for a cross made with 
Cym. Mad Irishman (madidum x Mary 
Pinchess) which produced over 400 
seedlings from one pod. We have made 
this cross twice about two seasons apart, 
the first time only about 50 seedlings were 
obtained from a pod compared to the much 
better result the second time. Was the dif- 
ference due to the increase in plant size of 
the pod parent over the intervening two 
years, or other factors? We think that plant 
size and vigor certainly do play a part in 
regard to pod parents, but can’t compen- 
sate for genetic incompatibilities. 

One point often raised in regard to 
working with suave is the very small size 
of the pollen. While it is probably true that 
the main reason, other than strait out 
incompatibility of the two parents for 
failed crossings, has more to do with the 
inability of the pollen grains to develop 
sufficiently long tubes down into the col- 
umn of the host flower to achieve fertilisa- 
tion rather than the small size of the 
pollinia (pollen clusters) themselves, we 
always use the pollen from several Cym. 
suave flowers at a time in the hope that this 
will increase the chances of success. 

The outcomes Dean Roesler achieved 
were similar to ours in terms of the diffi- 
culty in producing viable fertile pods from 


Cymbidium suave, Dean’s ratio of suc- 
cessful crosses was probably even poorer 
than ours due to the unsympathetic sum- 
mer climate in South Australia. I have no 
idea how many crossings Dr. Seton 


attempted for the relatively small number 


of successes he achieved, though given the 
years he spent working with suave I would 
think quite a lot. 

With regard to Cym. suave 4N, we have 
sent selfings of Cymbidium suave to the 
laboratory for colchicine treatment, we 
haven’t flowered any of the seedlings we 
had treated to obtain tetraploids as yet. 
They have only been out of flask for two 
years and are very slow growing. They are 
even worse than getting normal suave 
seedlings up to a reasonable size from 
flask, at least in our experience. We 
haven’t converted any of the Miles Seton 
plants to tetraploid as yet, though the first 
may go to the lab this coming spring. Since 
becoming the custodians of half of the col- 
lection we have been more intent on get- 
ting the plants up to a reasonable size and 
back in good health while trialing breeding 
potential. 

Given the more successful breeding 
results from the tetraploid Cym. Sweet 
Devon we have used, our hope is that 
tetraploid Cym. suave will open up the 
potential of breeding with modern 
tetraploid hybrids. Of course this may 
prove to be another dead end, genetic 
incompatibilities and chromosome count 
differences may only be compounded, 
only time will tell. If anyone out there has 
experience breeding with tetraploid Cym. 
suave we would love to hear about their 
results. 

It may seem on reading this that 
attempting to breed with Cym. suave is 
largely a waste of time and certainly not 
worth the effort. We would agree that from 
a commercial point of view there is little 
chance of obtaining worthwhile results. 
But we aren’t a commercial nursery so 
why not experiment with this species? It 
costs us nothing other than our time and 
some laboratory costs (though it probably 
raises a sigh from the people at the lab we 
use when these little pods arrive given that 
a good percentage of even those that go 
full term will be devoid of seed and be a 
waste of their time even opening them.) 
and the experiments have been at least 
informative. We were given a Starting 
point and some information from Dean 
Roesler and through him from Dr. Seton 
and hopefully we have added a little more 
to the story, even if what we have added is 
as much about where we have had failures 
as it is about successes. In the hope that the 
limited success we have had might suggest 
avenues to try should you want to make a 
few Cym. suave hybrids, we have listed the 


Cym. Jumbuck ‘Noé’ 


successful crosses to date. We haven’t 
listed every failed cross, we don’t have the 
space, but remember, many of those made 


which failed were about testing ideas and. 


searching for possible breeding lines and 
ruling out others. In many cases the cross- 
ings we hoped would be successful 
weren’t and some of these listed were the 
ones we were less enthusiastic about, but 
any cross can throw up a few surprises so 
they are worth growing on, particularly as 
some only produced a dozen or so 
seedlings anyway. They 
won’t take up to much 
bench space. 

If you are already 
working with Cym. 
suave and have had 
some success, consider 
sharing your experi- 
ences. If you are consid- 
ering working with this 
species good luck, 
depending on the par- 
ents you choose to use, 
or the plants of Cym. 
suave you have to work 


Cym. Sweet Devon 
‘CD’ 4N 


The Australian Orchid Review, August/September 2008 


ONAN LEDC] ISWANCISH inter 


with, your results may 
be completely different 
to ours. 


Cymbidium suave, 
hybrids. 

Piccaninny x suave 
Dean Roesler x suave 
Ken Gorey x suave 
Little Beauty x suave 
Mad Irishman x suave 
Plush Canyon x suave 
Scallywag x suave 
Phar Lap x suave 
Aussie Gold x suave 


Cymbidium Sweet 
Devon 4n hybrids. 


Sarah Jean x Sweet 
Devon 
Phar Lap x Sweet 
Devon 
Mary Pinchess x Sweet 
Devon 
Jim Oro x Sweet Devon 
(Sleeping Beauty x 
Janis Lin) x Sweet 

* Devon 
Native Gold x Sweet Devon 
Janis Lin x Sweet Devon 
Gladys Whitesell x Sweet Devon 
Pure Sarah x Sweet Devon 


Other Aussie Native based hybrids. 

Dean Roesler ‘Jaffa’ x canaliculatum 

Piccaninny “Black Hole’ x canaliculatum 

Jumbuck ‘No6’ x canaliculatum 

Gladys Whitesell x Janis Lin 

Gladys Whitesell x Minneken 

Gladys Whitesell x Tethy’s 

Mad Irishman x Black Pearl 

Mad Irishman x Wallacia | 

Noe and Rob Smith 

aussiecym @internode.on.net. 
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NATIVE ORCHIDS 


Latest Release Seedlings 
Flowering Size Plants 
Hot/Cold and Cold Growers 


We only stock quality 
plants from Australia’s 
best hybridists 


Native species including 
Dendrobium, Cymbidium 
and Sarcochilus 


LARGE SPECIMENS 
AVAILABLE 


We also stock treefern, slabs, 
stakes, pots, sohagnum and 
bush moss, orchid bark 


B&T Ferns & Orchids 


30 Wiseman Road 
Silvan, Victoria 3795 


Fax/Phone: (03) 9737 9694 
Melway Ref. 123 


AOR 089 


Open 7 days a week 


Exciting 


66 “ ? 4 99 
Nicky’s Slippers 
One of the world’s leading Paph. breeders. — 


new Paphs. and Phrags. 
now available. 


Contact us for a copy of our colour catalogue — 
send 3 x 50c stamps 


NICKY ZURCHER 


Box 326, Virginia, South Australia 5120 
Phone/Fax (08) 8380 9360 


Dark Star Orelnias 


CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


John Galt, Fluffy Freeloader 
and the Mistletoe Men 


by Julian Coker 


ho is John Galt? John Galt is an orchid 
grower and hybridist with an astute 
mind and intransigent ethical desire to pro- 
duce the best results possible. He has gath- 
ered a wealth of knowledge and experience 
through years of meticulous attention to 
detail to achieve the highest standard and 
uses this in his breeding programs to advance 
the quality of the plants he produces. This is 
a costly procedure, but he seeks perfection 
and expects to be rewarded accordingly 
when he is successful. Some hybridisers pro- 
duce the odd outstanding orchid, but Galt 
produces numerous superior plants and he is 
happy to share these for adequate reward. He 
mericlones his best and makes them avail- 
able to others at a cost that reflects his effort 
and achievement and there are those who are 
happy to trade with him, recognising this. 
There are others however who want these 
superlative plants, but are not prepared to 
pay a fair price for them. These are the Fluffy 
Freeloaders. Fluffy, because of their vague 
assessment of value and Freeloader because 
they want something for less than its true 


AOR 039 


Hans Schaible 


www.darkstarorchids.com.au 
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FLASKS, SEEDLINGS AND FLOWERING SIZE PLANTS 


Imported from top breeders in Germany, UK and Thailand 
African and Madagascan species Paphs, 
Lycastes, Vandaceous, Bulbophyllums and more 


RARE SPECIES AND SOME HYBRIDS 


PO Box 114 Bowraville NSW 2449 
Telephone/Fax (02) 6564 4088 
darkstarorchids@bordernet.com.au 


AOR 126 


value. The instant response is “Oh! That’s 
expensive” without any reference to the cost 
of producing the plant or the exceptional 
ability of the hybridiser. So Fluffy goes off 
mumbling about how expensive Galt’s 
plants are. In ethical trade, it should end 
there: Galt, the producer, has the right to set 
his price and Fluffy, the purchaser, has the 
right to accept or refuse it. 

However a third player secretes themself 
into the scene, Mistletoe Man. He has neither 
the brain, the ethic nor the ability of Galt. He 
cannot produce the plant, but thinks if “I can 
obtain one, I can extract value and benefit 
from it without applying Galt’s effort or 
bearing his costs. Because I don’t have the 
considerable development costs, I can cut the 
price and then I only need to find enough 
Fluffys and we are both in business. Having 
obtained one of Galt’s mericlones, I can re- 
clone it and make hundreds. Who cares if 
they are copies of copies, ‘Fluffy won’t care 
or know the difference and I will make a 
killing’ ,” thinks Mistletoe Man. So Mistletoe 
Man continues to parasitise achievement and 
Fluffy, with his limited respect for value, is 
prepared to support him. 

Unfortunately for them, Galt will not 
accept this unethical abuse of his achieve- 
ment and considers his options to prevent it. 
He considers patents, but these prove to be 
impotent. He could produce large numbers 
and not release any tissue until orders have 
adequately rewarded him and then flood the 
market. Alternatively, he may simply with- 
draw his plants. He recognises that Fluffys 
and Mistletoe Men are without principle and 
that they will continue operating, whatever 
attempt is made to appeal to them to practice 
fair trade. Galt however is principled and 
will not trade his best for the worst in others; 
he will withdraw his top clones and only 
trade with those who share his values. 
Advancement in quality is lost and medioc- 
rity prevails. 

There are a number of Galt’s and because 
of these practices many excellent orchids are 
tightly held by them and never made public. 
If all orchid growers are to share in the best 
new orchids, the Mistletoe Men must be 
eliminated by not purchasing their inferior, 
pirated product and Fluffy Freeloader must 
accept that only the originator should be 
rewarded for his achievement, if the 
advancement of orchids is to proceed. 
Honestly ask yourself, are you a Galt or Galt 
supporter, a Fluffy or a Mistletoe Man? Your 
answer will tell a lot about you. a 
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BUYER’S GUIDE 


Buy, sell or swap. Five lines (approximately thirty words) for only $30, 


each additional line (approximately six words) $4 (includes GST). 


THE ORCHID ACADEMY -— Corres- 
pondence courses on all aspects of orchid 
growing for beginners, advanced growers 
and anyone contemplating employment in 
the orchid industry. Clear, concise courses 


written by qualified trainer with over 50 
years’ experience in orchids. For brochure 
phone or fax (07) 5596 7429 or visit our 
website: www.theorchidacademy.com.au 


2008 ORCHID EVENTS — WHAT’S ON! 


2008 


August 8-10 — 
2008 National Orchid Extravaganza, 
Dural NSW 


August 15-17 Melbourne International 
Orchid Spectacular — Keysborough Vic 


August 15-17 St Ives Orchid Fair — 
St Ives NSW 


August 23-24 National Cymbidium Show — 
Noarlunga SA 


September 6-8 — 

ANOS Dendrobium speciosum 
Spectacular 2008, 

Greenhills via Kempsey NSW 


September 11-14 Australian Springtime 
Flora Festival — Mt Penang NSW 


September 19-21 Orchids in the Wetlands 
— Newcastle NSW 


September 25-28 Tasmanian Orchid 
Conference & Show — Hobart Tas 


September 25-29 — 
Western Australian Orchid Spectacular, 
Belmont, WA 


October 3-5 Orchids by the Sea — 
Port Macquarie NSW 


October 10-12 2008 Southern Orchid 
Spectacular — Woolooware NSW 


October 12 Hills District Orchids Spring 
Open Day — Northmead NSW 


November 8-9 Sarcochilus Festival of 
Victoria — Maribyrnong Vic 


December 7 Hills District Orchids 
Summer Open Day — Northmead NSW 


2009 


September 8-13 — 

18th Australian Orchid Council 
Conference & Show 2009 
Maribyrnong, Vic 
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Cymbidium Margaret Thatcher ‘Perfection’ (4n) is another Australian bred plant (Valley Orchids), superbly grown 
by Bryan Janes. This tetraploid form was one of the major prize-winners at the recent Cymbidium Club of Australia 
Inc. (NSW) Winter Show. A full show report by Terry Davis will appear in the next issue. Photo: David Banks 
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